
Steven Willeford, holds up a rifle as he and Dr. Alma Arredondo-Lynch, right, holds a pistol as gun rights advocates gather outside the Texas Capitol where Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott held a round table discussion, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019, in Austin, Texas. 
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AP-NORC poll: 62% disapprove of how Trump’s handling his job 


By STEVE PEOPLES and HAN¬ 
NAH FINGERHUT 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — About 
6 in 10 Americans disap¬ 
prove of President Donald 
Trump’s overall job perfor¬ 
mance, according to a 
new poll released Thursday 
by The Associated Press- 
NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research, which 
finds some support for the 
president’s handling of the 
U.S. economy but gives him 
weak marks on other major 
issues. 

Just 36% of Americans ap¬ 
prove of the way Trump is 
handling his job as presi¬ 
dent; 62% disapprove. 

The numbers may be ugly 
for a first-term president fac¬ 
ing reelection in 14 months, 
but they are remarkably 
consistent. Trump’s approv¬ 
al rating has never dipped 
below 32% or risen above 
42% in AP-NORC polls since 
he took office. 

No other president has 
stayed within so narrow a 
band. Since Gallup began 
measuring presidential ap¬ 
proval, Trump is the only 
president whose rating has 
never been above 50%. 


Still, several — Harry Tru¬ 
man, Richard Nixon, Jimmy 
Carter, George H.W. Bush 
and George W. Bush — 
logged ratings worse than 
Trump's lowest rating so far 
at some point during their 
time in office. 

Trump's poor grades in the 
AP-NORC poll extend to his 
handling of several key is¬ 
sues: immigration, health 
care, foreign policy and 
guns. Views of the Repub¬ 
lican president's handling 
of the economy remain a 
relative bright spot despite 
fears of a potential reces¬ 
sion, but at least 60% of 
Americans disapprove of 
his performance on other 
issues. The consistency sug¬ 
gests the president's weak 
standing with the Ameri¬ 
can people is calcified af¬ 
ter two years of near-con¬ 
stant political crises and di¬ 
visive rhetoric at the White 
House. 

The new survey was con¬ 
ducted shortly after back- 
to-back mass shootings in 
Texas and Ohio left dozens 
dead and renewed calls 
from Americans for answers 
from their elected officials. 
Trump pledged immediate 
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President Donald Trump waves to the crowd after arriving on Air Force One at Louisville International 
Airport in Louisville, Ky., Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. 
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action in the immediate af¬ 
termath of the attacks but 
has since shifted back and 
forth on whether to push 
for stronger background 
checks on people seeking 
to buy guns. 

“He does whatever’s po¬ 
litically expedient. He's aw¬ 
ful,” said 60-year-old Rob¬ 
ert Saunders, a retired po¬ 
lice officer from New Jersey 
who's not registered with 
either major political party 
and vowed not to vote for 
Trump in 2020. 

According to the poll, 36% 
approve of Trump on gun 
policy, while 61% disap¬ 
prove, numbers that mirror 
his broader approval rat¬ 
ing. 

In response to the shootings. 
Trump said that he would 
pursue policy options with 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell and that 
he would like to see “very 
meaningful background 
checks.” Earlier this week, 
however, Trump said the 
U.S. already has significant¬ 
ly strict background checks 
in place and that many of 
his supporters are gun own¬ 
ers. On Wednesday, how¬ 
ever, he again backed 
tighter background checks 
while speaking to reporters 
at the White House. 

Seven in 10 Republicans ex¬ 
press approval of Trump’s 
handling of gun policy in 
the new poll, among his 
lowest ratings from the 
GOP. Self-identified mod¬ 
erate and liberal Republi¬ 
cans were slightly less likely 


than conservative ones to 
express approval, 64% ver¬ 
sus 74%. 

Beyond guns, Trump re¬ 
mains overwhelmingly pop¬ 
ular within his own party. 
Nearly 8 in 10 Republicans 
approve of Trump’s over¬ 
all job performance, while 
20% disapprove. As has 
been the case for his en¬ 
tire presidency. Democrats 
overwhelmingly oppose his 
leadership; 94% of Demo¬ 
crats disapprove in the 
new survey. 

Independents remain de¬ 
cidedly low on Trump as 
well, with about two-thirds 
disapproving of Trump’s 
performance. 

Significantly more Ameri¬ 
cans approve of Trump's 
handling of the economy, 
although even on that is¬ 
sue he remains slightly un¬ 
derwater: 46% approve 
and 51% disapprove of his 
performance. 

Trump’s current economic 
rating represents a 5 per¬ 
centage point drop from 
the same time last year, 
but for a president who 
has struggled to win over a 
majority of American vot¬ 
ers on any issue, the econ¬ 
omy represents a relative 
strength. 

Even some Democrats ap¬ 
prove: Just 5% of Demo¬ 
crats approve of his job per¬ 
formance overall, but 16% 
approve of his handling of 
the economy. Indepen¬ 
dents are closely divided 
— 44% approve and 47% 
disapprove — while 86% of 


Republicans approve of his 
economic leadership. 

“He’s kind of a bully, but 
I’ve seen some improve¬ 
ment,” said Mandi Mitch¬ 
ell, a 38-year-old regis¬ 
tered Democrat from North 
Carolina. “Our unemploy¬ 
ment rate has definitely 
dropped." 

Mitchell, who is studying for 
her doctoral degree, said 
she didn't vote for Trump in 
2016 but might in 2020. 

“I’m not going to be too 
hard on him,” she said. “I 
just think he doesn’t ad¬ 
dress America properly.” 
Amid regular distractions 
from the president’s social 
media feed, Trump’s team 
has worked to highlight 
rising retail sales and the 
solid labor market with its 
3.7% unemployment rate 
as sources of strength. The 
U.S. economy appears to 
be showing vulnerabilities 
after more than 10 years 
of growth, however. Fac¬ 
tory output has fallen and 
consumer confidence 
has waned as Trump has 
ramped up his trade fight 
with China. 

Trump rattled the stock and 
bond markets this month 
when he announced plans 
to put a 10% tax on $300 
billion worth of Chinese 
imports. The market reac¬ 
tion suggested a recession 
might be on the horizon 
and led Trump to delay 
some of the tariffs that 
were scheduled to begin in 
September, though many 
others remain.Q 
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Texas governor expresses concern about private gun sales 



Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, center with Speaker of the House 
Dennis Bonnen, right, and Lt. Governor Dan Patrick, left, makes 
opening statements during a round table discussion, Thursday, 
Aug. 22, 2019, in Austin, Texas. 


From Front 

By CLARICE SILBER and 
PAUL J. WEBER 
Associated Press 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — Re¬ 
publican Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott on Thursday raised 
concern about private fire¬ 
arm sales but didn’t com¬ 
mit to crack down on them 
or act on gun control is¬ 
sues following a meeting 
on ways to prevent mass 
shootings such as the El 
Paso attack that killed 22 
people. 

While lawmakers are feel¬ 
ing pressure to respond 
quickly to the Aug. 3 shoot¬ 
ing at a Walmart, Abbott 
signaled that Texas would 
take a long and careful 
look at gun laws and other 
safety measures before its 
Legislature next meets in 
2021. 

Scrutinizing private guns 
sales was among a list of 
ideas Abbott rattled off af¬ 
ter emerging from a four- 
hour, closed-door meeting 


about the El Paso shoot¬ 
ing with lawmakers, police 
and representatives from 
Google, Facebook and 
Twitter. 

He also floated the idea 
of “welfare checks” when 
worries are raised about 
people with access to 
firearms. Authorities have 
said the mother of the sus¬ 
pected El Paso gunman, 
21-year-old Patrick Crusius, 
had called police weeks 
before the attack to ex¬ 
press concern about her 
son buying an “AK" style 
rifle. 

“Right now there is nothing 
in law that would prevent 
one stranger from selling a 
gun to a terrorist, and obvi¬ 
ously that’s a danger that 
needs to be looked into,” 
Abbott said. 

The El Paso shooting hap¬ 
pened hours before an¬ 
other gunman in Ohio 
killed nine people in an 
entertainment district. Ohio 
Gov. Mike DeWine, also 
a Republican, responded 


days later with a package 
of measures that he said 
would prevent mass shoot¬ 
ings. But Abbott is taking a 
slower approach. 

The discussions will be 
closely followed by gun- 
rights supporters, including 
the National Rifle Associa¬ 
tion, which earlier this year 
praised Abbott for expand¬ 
ing gun rights in Texas. 
Some are set to take effect 
Sept. 1 and were passed 
after more than two dozen 
people were killed in a 2017 
Texas church shooting and 
a gunman killing 10 people 
at a high school near Hous¬ 
ton last year. 

Abbott offered no details 
about how Texas might 
scrutinize private gun sales 
but expressed worries that 
it could lead to some fire¬ 
arms ending up in the 
wrong hands. Authorities 
have said Crusius legally 
purchased the rifle used 
in the attack but have not 
said from where. 

Executives from Google, 


Facebook and Twitter left 
the meeting before report¬ 
ers were let back into the 
room. They were invited by 
Abbott after he called for a 
crackdown on internet sites 
used by violent extremists. 
Authorities believe Crusius 
posted a racist screed on¬ 
line shortly before carrying 
out the attack. 

Abbott said the companies 
Gun Owners of America’s 


Associated Press 

Texas chapter held a small 
rally outside the Capitol 
before Abbott’s meeting 
to protest the possibility of 
“red flag" laws that would 
allow guns to be removed 
from a person determined 
to be a danger to them¬ 
selves or others. The group 
also spoke against any 
“social media monitoring” 
that might result from the 
discussions. □ 
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California sails toward biggest salmon harvest in years 
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In this photo taken Wednesday, July 17,2019, Sarah Bates hauls in a Chinook salmon on the fishing 
boat Bounty near Bolinas, Calif. 


By TERENCE CHEA 

Associated Press 

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Trolling off the California 
coast, Sarah Bates leans 
over the side of her boat 
and pulls out a long, silvery 
fish prized by anglers and 
seafood lovers: wild king 
salmon. 

Reeling in a fish “feels good 
every time,” but this year 
has been surprisingly good, 
said Bates, a commercial 
trailer based in San Fran¬ 
cisco. 

She and other California 
fishermen are reporting 
one of the best salmon fish¬ 
ing seasons in years, thanks 
to heavy rain and snow 
that ended the state’s his¬ 
toric drought. 

It’s a sharp reversal for chi- 
nook salmon, also known 
as king salmon, an iconic 
species that helps sustain 
many Pacific Coast fishing 
communities. 

Commercial salmon catch¬ 
es have surpassed official 
preseason forecasts by 
about 50%, said Kandice 
Morgenstern, a marine sci¬ 
entist with the California 
Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. Harvests have 


been particularly strong in 
Morro Bay, Monterey and 
San Francisco, but weaker 
along California’s north¬ 
ern coast. “We’re really 
surprised to be seeing this 
many fish being landed so 
far this season," Morgen¬ 
stern said. 

The salmon rebound 
comes after three years of 


extremely low catches that 
resulted from poor ocean 
conditions and California’s 
five-year drought, which 
drained the state’s rivers 
and reservoirs. 

Over the past several years, 
regulators imposed severe 
fishing restrictions to pro¬ 
tect Chinook salmon, and 
officials declared federal 


Associated Press 

fishery disasters in 2018 to 
assist fishing communities 
in California, Oregon and 
Washington. 

This year’s adult salmon 
are the first class to ben¬ 
efit from record rainfall 
that filled California rivers 
and streams in early 2017, 
making it easier for juvenile 
Chinook to migrate to the 
Pacific Ocean, where they 
grow into full-size fish. 
Chinook salmon are also 
being helped by improved 
ocean conditions that 
have produced an abun¬ 
dance of anchovies, krill 
and other feed. Several 
years ago, an El Nino event 
brought unusually warm 
water to the Pacific Coast 
and disrupted the marine 
ecosystem. 

“For the salmon fishermen 
who’ve been dealing with 
disaster for so long, this is 
an incredible boon to their 
livelihoods,” said Noah Op- 
penheim, who heads the 
Pacific Coast Federation of 
Fishermen’s Associations. 
Anglers in the Pacific North¬ 
west have not been so for¬ 
tunate. A dearth of Chinook 
returning to the Columbia 
River and Puget Sound are 
a major factor in the plum¬ 
meting population of the 
region’s endangered killer 
whales. 

“The forecast of poor chi- 
nook returns to western 
Washington is proving ac¬ 
curate, but it's still very 
early in the season," said 
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Lorraine Loomis, Northwest 
Indian Fisheries Commission 
chair. In Alaska, state wild¬ 
life officials who oversee 
salmon are monitoring re¬ 
ports of fish dying in warm 
rivers. The state in July re¬ 
corded its warmest month, 
and heat stress is suspect¬ 
ed in the deaths of pink 
and chum salmon in rivers 
that empty into the Bering 
Sea, including the Yukon 
and Kuskokwim rivers. 
California's strong salmon 
season, which typically 
runs from May to October, 
offers some positive envi¬ 
ronmental news at a time 
of growing anxiety about 
climate change. A United 
Nations report released this 
month warns that global 
warming threatens food 
supplies worldwide. 
Morgenstern says climate 
change is creating greater 
fluctuations in ocean and 
river conditions, making 
Chinook fisheries “less sta¬ 
ble, less predictable and 
more challenging for fish¬ 
ery managers.” 

Most of the Chinook salm¬ 
on now being caught in 
California come from the 
Sacramento River and 
its tributaries, where they 
spawn. Many were raised 
in state-run hatcheries then 
released into rivers to swim 
to the ocean. Harvests of 
Chinook from rivers far¬ 
ther north have not been 
strong. 

For consumers, the bounti¬ 
ful harvest has driven down 
wild salmon prices to $15 to 
$20 per pound, compared 
with $30 to $35 per pound 
in recent years. Fishermen 
are making up for the dif¬ 
ference by catching more 
fish. “The market is dictat¬ 
ing right now that there’s 
a lot of salmon, so the cus¬ 
tomers don’t have to pay 
as much,” said Gordon 
Drysdale, culinary direc¬ 
tor at Scoma's, a seafood 
restaurant at Fisherman's 
Wharf in San Francisco. 

The wharf is one of many 
California fishing com¬ 
munities benefiting from 
the salmon boom. Pier 45, 
where boats unload their 
fish, hasn’t been this busy in 
many years, said Larry Col¬ 
lins, who runs the San Fran¬ 
cisco Community Fishing 
Association. □ 
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FBI takes down Nigerian 
fraudsters in $46M case 


North Dakota agency 
disregarded policy 
on spill reporting 



Federal agents hold a detainee, second from left, at a downtown 
Los Angeles parking lot after predawn raids that saw dozens of 
people arrested in the L.A. area Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


By JAMES MacPHERSON 
Associated Press 
BISMARCK, N.D. (AP) — 

North Dakota’s Health 
Department disregarded 
its own policy in updat¬ 
ing the volume of a 2015 
pipeline spill at a natural 
gas processing plant, and 
it remains unclear whether 
promised quarterly inspec¬ 
tions of the site have been 
done in the past two years 
as cleanup continued. 
Oklahoma-based Oneok 
Partners LP reported a 
10-gallon (38-liter) spill of 
natural gas liquids, or “con¬ 
densate," from an under¬ 
ground pipeline at its Gar¬ 
den Creek gas plant near 
Watford City in July 2015. 
The company told the state 
last October that it had re¬ 
covered 240,000 gallons 
(908,400 liters) of the liquid 
gas. The second sum was 
not put into an incident re¬ 
port that can be accessed 
on the agency’s website. 

“It should have been up¬ 
dated,” State Environmen¬ 
tal Quality Chief Dave 
Glatt said Thursday. “It was 
in a file, but people (the 
public) didn’t know where 
to find it.” 

An incident report has not 
been done since June 
2017. At that time, the re¬ 
port said the spill site would 
be inspected quarterly. 
Glatt said he was investi¬ 
gating whether that had 
happened. 

He said the agency is now 
working to develop a user- 
friendly tracking system on 
its website to update the 
status and include all doc¬ 
uments on reported spills. 
“It’s all going to be right 
there,” Glatt said, adding 
that he did not know when 
it would be in place. 

Glatt previously had told 
The Associated Press that 


the agency does not up¬ 
date initial public reports 
on spills and was consider¬ 
ing such a move. But the 
agency’s website already 
described such a policy. 
“When Department of En¬ 
vironmental Quality staff 
investigate reported inci¬ 
dents, they will update the 
information and record it 
in the update section of 
each report, producing 
a new version of the sum¬ 
mary report with the next 
web page update cycle,” 
the website says. “The web 
page is updated routinely." 
Glatt said Thursday that the 
agency is not obliged to 
update information “unless 
we have something to up¬ 
date.” He added: “I can't 
tell you we were 100% 
good on that.” 

Records show regulators 
updated the “general en¬ 
vironmental incident sum¬ 
mary” three times concern¬ 
ing the spill but left blank 
sections for “updated vol¬ 
ume.” Glatt said the agen¬ 
cy did not have “good 
numbers” on the spill until 
the October update from 
the company. 

“Our policy is to put in good 
numbers,” Glatt said. 

Glatt did not know how 
many times the site had 
been inspected but em¬ 
phasized that regulators 
had been out to the fac¬ 
tory near Watford City this 
week, following a story from 
environmental blog DeS- 
mog, which reported that 
the spill may be as large as 
11 million gallons (9 million 
imperial gallons). The blog 
cited an unidentified per¬ 
son who provided a draft 
document on a cleanup 
plan. 

The company said the ac¬ 
tual amounts of the release 
still aren't known.□ 


By STEFANIE DAZIO 

Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — The 

relationship between a 
Japanese woman and 
a U.S. Army captain sta¬ 
tioned in Syria started on¬ 
line, through an interna¬ 
tional social network for 
digital pen pals. It grew into 
an internet romance over 
10 months of daily emails. 

It ended with the woman 
$200,000 poorer and on 
the verge of bankruptcy 
after borrowing money 
from her sister, ex-husband 
and friends to help Capt. 
Terry Garcia with his plan to 
smuggle diamonds out of 
Syria. 

In reality, there were no 
diamonds and there was 
no Garcia — they were 
part of an elaborate scam 
hatched by an interna¬ 
tional ring of cyber thieves 
operating mainly out of Los 
Angeles and Nigeria. 
Federal authorities cited 
the case of the Japanese 
woman, known only as 
“F.K." in court papers, on 
Thursday when they an¬ 
nounced an indictment 
charging 80 people with 
stealing at least $46 million 
through various schemes 
that targeted businesses, 
the elderly and anyone 
susceptible to a romance 
scam. Most of the defen¬ 
dants are Nigerians. 

“We believe this is one of 
the largest cases of its kind 
in U.S. history,” U.S. Attorney 
Nick Hanna told a news 
conference. “We are tak¬ 
ing a major step to disrupt 
these criminal networks.” 
The investigation began 
in 2016 with a single bank 
account and one victim, 
said Paul Delacourt, as¬ 
sistant director in charge 
of the FBI’s Los Angeles of¬ 
fice. It grew to encompass 
victims who were targeted 
in the U.S. and around the 


world, some of whom like 
the Japanese woman lost 
hundreds of thousands of 
dollars. 

“F.K. was and is extreme¬ 
ly depressed and angry 
about these losses,” the 
federal complaint states. 
“She began crying when 
discussing the way that 
these losses have affected 
her." 

Her relationship began in¬ 
nocently in March 2016 
with an email but soon 
“Garcia” made “romantic 
overtures,” according to 
federal authorities. He told 
her they couldn’t talk by 
phone because he wasn’t 
allowed to use one in Syria. 
So a stream of emails went 
back and worth, with her 
using Google to translate 
his English into her Japa¬ 
nese. A month into the 
relationship, Garcia told 
her he’d found a bag of 
diamonds in Syria and he 
began introducing her to 
his associates, starting with 
a Red Cross representative 
who told her Garcia had 
been injured but had given 
him the box. 

F.K. ultimately made 35 to 
40 payments, receiving as 
many as 10 to 15 emails a 
day directing her to send 
money to accounts in the 
U.S., Turkey and the United 


Kingdom through the cap¬ 
tain's many purported as¬ 
sociates. 

The fraudsters even threat¬ 
ened her with arrest if she 
did not continue to pay 
and at one point she trav¬ 
eled to Los Angeles be¬ 
cause she was told a Rus¬ 
sian bank manager had 
embezzled more than 
$33,000 of her funds. 
Authorities arrested 14 de¬ 
fendants Thursday, mostly 
in the Los Angeles area. FBI 
agents could be seen pro¬ 
cessing suspects in a down¬ 
town Los Angeles parking 
lot before they were ar¬ 
raigned in federal court. 
It was not immediately 
known if they had attor¬ 
neys who could speak on 
their behalf. 

Two suspects were previ¬ 
ously in custody and a few 
others were arrested earlier 
this week. Hanna said he 
hoped to be able to work 
with foreign governments 
to extradite the remaining 
defendants. 

They all face charges of 
conspiracy to commit 
fraud, conspiracy to laun¬ 
der money, and aggra¬ 
vated identity theft, and 
some are charged with 
additional offenses for al¬ 
leged fraud and money 
laundering.Q 
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Money crunch after Planned Parenthood quits federal program 
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By LINDSAY WHITEHURST 
and DAVID CRARY 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — 

Planned Parenthood clinics 
in several states are charg¬ 
ing new fees, tapping fi¬ 
nancial reserves, intensify¬ 
ing fundraising and warn¬ 
ing of more unintended 
pregnancies and sexually 
transmitted diseases after 
its decision to quit a $260 
million federal family plan¬ 
ning program in an abor¬ 
tion dispute with the Trump 
administration. 

The fallout is especially 
intense in Utah, where 
Planned Parenthood has 
been the only provider 
participating in the nearly 
50-year-old Title X family 
planning program and will 
now lose about $2 million 
yearly in federal funds that 
helped 39,000 mostly low- 
income, uninsured people. 
It plans to maintain its ser¬ 
vices — which include con¬ 
traception, STD testing and 
cancer screening — but 
is considering charging a 
small copay for patients 
who used to get care for 
free. 

Planned Parenthood in 


Minnesota is in a similar situ¬ 
ation, serving about 90% of 
the state's Title X patients, 
and plans to start charging 
fees due to the loss of $2.6 
million in annual funding. 
The organization is con¬ 
cerned about the spread 
of unintended pregnancies 
and sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

“We believe there will be a 
public health crisis created 


by this denial of care," said 
Sarah Stoesz, the Minne¬ 
sota-based president of 
Planned Parenthood North 
Central States. 

“It's a very sad day for the 
country.” 

Planned Parenthood and 
several other providers 
withdrew from the program 
earlier this week rather than 
comply with a newly imple¬ 
mented rule prohibiting 


participating clinics from 
referring women for abor¬ 
tions. 

Anti-abortion activists who 
form a key part of President 
Donald Trump's base have 
been campaigning to 
“defund Planned Parent¬ 
hood.” Among its varied 
services it is a major abor¬ 
tion provider, and the ac¬ 
tivists viewed the grants as 
an indirect subsidy. 

About 4 million women 
are served nationwide by 
the Title X program, which 
makes up a much bigger 
portion of Planned Parent¬ 
hood’s patients than abor¬ 
tion. But the organization 
said it could not abide by 
the abortion-referral rules 
because it says they would 
make it impossible for doc¬ 
tors to do their jobs. 

Misty Dotson, a single 
mother in Utah, started go¬ 
ing to Planned Parenthood 
as doctors’ bills for treating 
recurring yeast infections 
mounted. The services be¬ 
came even more impor¬ 
tant when she gave up 
her employer-sponsored 
health insurance because 
she couldn’t afford the 
$500 monthly bill. 

She is unsure what she’d do 
if the family planning ser¬ 
vices she gets stop. 

“It would put me in a very 
dangerous position,” said 
Dotson, who works as an 
executive assistant for an 
accounting and consult¬ 
ing firm. “It covers so many 
things: STD testing, emer¬ 
gency contraception, birth 


control, lifesaving cancer 
screenings ... you name it, 
they have treated me for 
it.” 

Planned Parenthood said 
it’s dedicated to maintain¬ 
ing its current services in 
Utah, but CEO Karrie Gal¬ 
loway acknowledged it 
won't be easy and could 
cause some “pain on all 
sides." 

She said the organization 
plans to lean heavily on 
donors to make up the 
funding gap while staff 
members assess how they’ll 
cope. Among the possibili¬ 
ties are instituting copays of 
$10-$l 5 per visit, shortening 
hours and trimming spend¬ 
ing. She doesn’t plan to lay 
off staff, but said she may 
not be able to fill jobs when 
people leave or retire. 
Minnesota is planning fees 
as well. 

“We'll continue to offer all 
services, and keep clinic 
doors open, but we’ll be 
charging patients on a slid¬ 
ing scale who we didn’t 
charge before,” Stoesz 
said. “Vulnerable people 
who previously were able 
to access birth control and 
STD testing for free will no 
longer be able to do so." 
Elsewhere, the impact of 
Planned Parenthood's 
withdrawal will vary from 
state to state. 

In the Deep South there will 
be little impact because 
Planned Parenthood did 
not provide Title X servic¬ 
es in most of the region's 
states. Governments in 
some Democratic-con- 
trolled states, including Ha¬ 
waii, Illinois, New York and 
Vermont, say they will try 
to replace at least some of 
the lost federal funding. 

In Washington state, Dem¬ 
ocratic Gov. Jay Inslee 
— fresh from quitting the 
presidential campaign — 
vowed to join that group 
of states. His administration 
is pulling Washington out of 
Title X because of the new 
rule and will ask the Legis¬ 
lature to make up for the 
$4 million in federal funding 
that will be lost. 

“We will not comply with 
their dangerous, uncon¬ 
stitutional, illegal rules,” In¬ 
slee said Thursday. “We will 
make sure this health care 
continues. "□ 
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Yeshiva University hit with sexual abuse lawsuit 


By VERENA DOBNIK and 
DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Thirty- 
eight former students of an 
Orthodox Jewish school in 
New York City operated 
by Yeshiva University sued 
Thursday over claims they 
were molested by two 
prominent rabbis in the 
1960s, ‘70s and ‘80s. 

The suit, filed in state Su¬ 
preme Court in Manhattan, 
alleges that the university 
failed to protect students 
at Yeshiva University High 
School for Boys and pro¬ 
moted one of the rabbis to 
principal even after receiv¬ 
ing abuse reports. 

A Yeshiva University spokes¬ 
person declined to com¬ 
ment, citing a school policy 
against speaking publicly 
about litigation. 

The lawsuit is one of hun¬ 
dreds that have been 
filed over child sexual 
abuse allegations since 
last week, when New York 
state opened a one-year 
window for suits previously 
barred by the state’s stat¬ 
ute of limitations. 

During a news conference 
Thursday, three of the al¬ 
leged victims, flanked by 
their lawyers, spoke about 
disturbing behavior they 
say went on for decades. 

“I didn’t even understand 
at the time that this was 
sexual abuse; I just knew 
that this guy was putting 
his hands all over me,” said 
Barry Singer, 61, speaking 
of one of the rabbis he 
said kept reaching into the 
boy's pants, even in school 
hallways. 

The Associated Press 
doesn’t typically identify 
people who say they are 
victims of sexual abuse 
unless they choose to be 
named. 

One of the accused rabbis, 
George Finkelstein, target¬ 
ed children of Holocaust 
survivors, according to the 
lawsuit, telling them they 
would increase their par¬ 
ents' suffering if they spoke 
about the abuse. The oth¬ 
er, Rabbi Macy Gordon, 
who taught Jewish studies, 
allegedly sodomized boys 
in a “vicious and sadistic” 
manner using objects, the 
lawsuit says. Gordon died 
in 2017 in Israel. Both he 



Barry Singer, left, David Bressler, center, and Jay Goldberg, right, who say they were sexually 
abused while they were students at Marsha Stern Talmudical Academy (MTA)—also known as 
Yeshiva University High School for Boys in Manhattan, hold a press conference, Thursday Aug. 22, 
2019, in New York. 

Associated Press 


punched Finkelstein while 
he says the rabbi was sexu¬ 
ally “wrestling” with him. 
Now there are days he 
can’t bear being on a 
crowded subway be¬ 
cause “I can’t stand being 
touched by people.” 

“So you don't even realize 
what the long-term impact 
is," said Bressler, a father 
of two. Yeshiva Univer¬ 
sity, which calls itself “the 
world’s premier Jewish insti¬ 
tution for higher learning," 
has trained both secular 
and religious leaders for 
the past century. With four 
campuses in Manhattan, 
the university operates the 
Albert Einstein College of 
Medicine, the Benjamin 
Cardozo School of Law 
and other schools that at¬ 
tract a mix of Jewish and 
non-Jewish students. □ 


and Finkelstein have de¬ 
nied the allegations in the 
past. 

Finkelstein was promoted 
from the school's assistant 
principal to principal even 
after some of the boys' 
parents reported the al¬ 
leged abuse to school of¬ 
ficials, the plaintiffs said. 
He eventually moved to 
Israel, where he worked at 
Jerusalem’s Great Syna¬ 
gogue. Calls to the syna¬ 
gogue rang unanswered 
Thursday. Thirty-four of the 
plaintiffs attempted to sue 
Yeshiva University for sexual 
abuse and facilitating sex¬ 
ual abuse in 2013 but the 
case went nowhere be¬ 
cause it was barred by the 
statute of limitations at the 
time. On Thursday, one of 
their attorneys, Kevin Mul- 
hearn, called the plaintiffs 
“trailblazers.” 

David Bressler, 51, said the 
abuse he suffered while a 
student in the early ‘80s led 
him to abandon his religion 
that now rekindles memo¬ 
ries of the abuse. He has 
no contact with his parents 
and other relatives who are 
observant Jews. When he 
married his Jewish wife a 
decade ago, he made her 
promise not to raise their 
children in the Jewish faith. 
He said he still doesn't tuck 
in his shirt, a habit he start¬ 
ed in high school to make 
it more difficult for his abus¬ 
er to put his hand down 
his pants. Bressler once 
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Danish ex-PM attacks Trump for comments on defense spending 


1.35%." “We will not accept 
that our defense willing¬ 
ness is only about percent¬ 
ages,” Loekke Rasmussen 
tweeted. “I told you at the 
NATO Summit in Brussels last 
year.” In January, Denmark 
agreed to increase its long¬ 
term defense spending 
after a coalition in Parlia¬ 
ment agreed to add 1.5 bil¬ 


By JAN M. OLSEN 
Associated Press 
COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) — A former Danish 
prime minister on Thursday 
lashed out at U.S. President 
Donald Trump for his tweet 
about military spending, 
saying defense willingness 
is not just about the amount 
of money spent. 

Lars Loekke Rasmussen's 
comment is the latest in an 
escalating spat between 
the U.S. and Denmark af¬ 
ter Trump scrapped a visit 
to the country, saying cur¬ 
rent Prime Minister Mette 
Frederiksen was “nasty” 
when she rejected his idea 
of buying Greenland as an 
absurdity. 

Loekke Rasmussen, who 
led the country until June, 
tweeted Thursday to Trump: 
“We have had (propor¬ 
tionally) exactly the same 
numbers of casualties in Af¬ 
ghanistan as US. We always 
stands firm and ready.” 
Trump, who has urged 
NATO members to do more 
to meet the alliance’s goal 
of committing 2 percent of 
gross domestic product to 
defense, earlier tweeted 
that “Denmark is only at 
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Denmark's Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen makes a comment about US President's cancellation 
of his scheduled State Visit, in front of the State Department in Copenhagen, Wednesday, Aug. 
21,2019. 

Associated Press 

sion.” 

Trump said her comment 
“was nasty. I thought it was 
an inappropriate state¬ 
ment. All she had to say 
was say, ‘No, we wouldn’t 
be interested.’” 

Frederiksen said the U.S. 
remains one of Denmark’s 
close allies. 

The political brouhaha over 
the world’s largest island 
comes from its strategic lo¬ 
cation in the Arctic. Global 
warming is making Green- 


lion kroner ($223 million) to 
the already agreed-upon 
defense budget for 2023, 
which would put defense 
spending at 1.5 percent of 
gross domestic product for 
that year. The U.S. spends 
about 3.4% of its GDP on 
defense. 

Trump abruptly canceled 
his planned Sept. 2-3 visit to 
Denmark on Tuesday, af¬ 
ter Frederiksen had called 
Trump's idea to buy Green¬ 
land “an absurd discus- 


land more accessible to 
potential oil and mineral 
resources. Russia, China, 
the U.S., Canada and oth¬ 
er countries are racing to 
stake as strong a claim as 
they can to Arctic lands, 
hoping they will yield future 
riches. 

Frederiksen has said that 
Denmark doesn’t own 
Greenland, which belongs 
to its people. It is part of the 
Danish realm along with 
the Faeroe Islands, another 
semi-autonomous territory, 
and has its own govern¬ 
ment and parliament, the 
31-seat Inatsisartut. 

The sparsely populated is¬ 
land, which is four times 
zones behind Copenha¬ 
gen, became a Danish col¬ 
ony in 1775 and remained 
that way until 1953, when 
Denmark revised its consti¬ 
tution and made the island 
a province. 

In 1979, Greenland and its 
56,000 residents, who are 
mainly indigenous Inuits, 
got extensive home rule 
but Denmark still handles its 
foreign and defense poli¬ 
cies, as well as currency is¬ 
sues. Denmark pays annual 
subsidies of 4.5 billion kroner 
($670 million) to Greenland 
whose economy otherwise 
depends on fisheries and 
related industries. a 


Angela Merkel calls for EU-wide 
climate neutrality by 2050 


By MIKE CORDER 
Associated Press 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
(AP) — German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel called Thurs¬ 
day for the European Union 
to support ambitious tar¬ 
gets for the entire 28-nation 
bloc to become climate 
neutral. 

Merkel made her appeal 
after she and members of 
her “climate Cabinet” met 
their Dutch counterparts 
at the official residence of 
Prime Minister Mark Rutte to 
share experiences on how 
best to shift their econo¬ 
mies to sustainable energy 
sources. The working lunch 
came as Germany is set to 
miss its own emissions goals 
for 2020 by a wide margin, 
even as Merkel’s govern¬ 
ment acknowledges that 


Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte, right, poses with German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel, at the entrance to his official 
residence in The Hague, Netherlands, Thursday Aug. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 


it has to further ramp up its 
ambition by next year as 
part of its commitment un¬ 
der the 2015 Paris climate 
accord. 

Merkel said Germany aims 
to become climate neu¬ 


tral by 2050. While she ac¬ 
knowledged the challenge 
of winning support from all 
EU countries, she said “it 
would be very important” 
to make that the goal for 
the entire bloc. □ 
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Tourist hotspot Barcelona sees a spike in muggings 



In this Oct. 4,2010 file photo, people walk along Ramblas Street in Barcelona, Spain. 

Associated Press 


By JOSEPH WILSON 
Associated Press 
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) 

— Robberies involving vio¬ 
lence or intimidation have 
spiked sharply in Barce¬ 
lona, one of Europe’s most 
attractive summer vaca¬ 
tion destinations, Spanish 
police officials said. 

Officials from the regional 
police force for Catalonia 
said muggings or street 
robberies that include the 
threat of violence have 
increased 30% since the 
beginning of the year com¬ 
pared to the same period 
in 2018 in the popular Medi¬ 
terranean city that draws 
nearly 16 million visitors a 
year. Those attacks, often 
targeting tourists, have 
sometimes hit foreign offi¬ 
cials. This week the Afghan 
ambassador to Spain was 
knocked to the ground 
by a group of thieves who 
took his watch, injuring his 
leg. Also this month a FBI 
agent on vacation had his 
watch stolen in the center 
of Barcelona. 

In June, a South Korean 
official died from injuries 
received when she was 


knocked to the ground 
when a thief riding a mo¬ 
torbike tried to snatch her 
purse. Police director An- 
dreu Martinez said Wednes¬ 
day that police were work¬ 
ing to halt the crime wave 
that had “generated a 
heightened perception of 
insecurity.” 

The U.S. Embassy issued an 
advisory to warn alert tour¬ 


ists to “petty theft schemes 
that have included acts 
of violence, such as ag¬ 
gressive thefts of jewelry, 
watches, and purses.” 

With its beaches, cuisine 
and architectural delights, 
Barcelona, a city with a 
population of 1.6 million 
residents, draws 12 million 
foreign tourists a year and 
another 4 million from within 


Spain. Barcelona has long 
been considered a safe 
city, except for a persistent 
problem of pickpockets 
who target the large num¬ 
ber of foreigners flooding 
the city each summer. 

But what was once a silent 
hand reaching into the 
pocket or purse of an un¬ 
suspecting victim has now 
turned aggressive. 


It appears that thieves have 
begun to work in groups 
and use force to extract 
the property of victims. 
Police did not say what 
they believe the rise in vio¬ 
lent crime is due to. 

But some locals point to the 
several thousand under¬ 
age migrants, mostly from 
Morocco and Algeria, who 
have arrived to Spain with¬ 
out their parents in recent 
years and their fears have 
been a focus of right-wing 
parties. Police statistics in¬ 
dicate that 12% of those 
minors have committed a 
crime that employed vio¬ 
lence or the threat of vio¬ 
lence since arriving to the 
region of Catalonia. 

Albert Batlle, the head of 
security for Barcelona's 
town hall, has said that 
these minors should be re¬ 
turned to their families. 

But the regional chief for 
social affairs, Chakir el 
Homrani, has maintained it 
is more of a social problem 
and that “we have dehu¬ 
manized the collective of 
unaccompanied minors” 
by associating them with 
criminality .□ 


Australian prison chaplain nervous about cardinal inmate 


By ROD McGUIRK 
Associated Press 
CANBERRA, Australia (AP) 

— A chaplain at an Austra¬ 
lian prison for pedophiles 
on Thursday described 
the prospect of minister¬ 
ing to a cardinal who until 
recently was regarded as 
the third highest-ranking 
Catholic in the Vatican as 
“nerve racking.” Cardinal 
George Pell is likely to be 


transferred from a high- 
security Melbourne prison 
for first-time inmates to a 
medium-security prison 
for pedophiles in nearby 
Ararat after he lost a court 
appeal on Wednesday of 
convictions on charges of 
molesting two choirboys. 
Pedophiles are detested in 
the general prison popula¬ 
tion and need special pro¬ 
tection. Chaplain Andrew 


Hayes said he was nervous 
about meeting Pope Fran¬ 
cis’ former finance minister 
in the Ararat prison. Pell is 
the most senior Catholic 
to be convicted of child 
sex abuse. “It will be nerve 
racking for me to have the 
No. 3 in the world sitting 
there and I’m the person 
there to look after him,” 
Hayes told Ten Network 
television. □ 



Cardinal George Pell arrives at the Supreme Court in Melbourne, 
Australia, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Clashing statements expose rift in Iraqi paramilitary force 



By QASSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA 
Associated Press 
BAGHDAD (AP) — The head 
of Iraq's paramilitary forces 
supported by Iran on Thurs¬ 
day walked back a state¬ 
ment by his deputy the day 
before in which he blamed 
Israeli drones and held the 
U.S. responsible for a series 
of attacks on bases run by 
the militias. 

Faleh al-Fayyadh said the 
statement by his deputy, 
Abu Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
did not represent the view 
of the mainly Shiite militias 
known as Popular Mobiliza¬ 
tion Forces — or the view 
of the Iraqi government. 
Al-Fayyadh’s statement al¬ 
leged the attacks on the 
bases over the past weeks 
“were the result of an act 
organized by a foreign 
side," but refrained from 
naming that side. 

The statements highlight 
divisions within the paramili¬ 
tary force, which is headed 
by al-Fayyadh but prac¬ 
tically run by his deputy, 
a powerful military com¬ 
mander known for his anti- 
American sentiments. The 
militia group's website pub¬ 
lished only al-Muhandis' 
statement on Thursday. 
Later on Thursday, the Pop¬ 
ular Mobilization Forces, 
or PMF, claimed its air de¬ 
fenses targeted a recon¬ 
naissance drone flying over 
one of its headquarters in 


the capital, foiling its spying 
mission. It did not elabo¬ 
rate. Iraq’s fragile govern¬ 
ment is walking a fine line 
trying to manage its alli¬ 
ances with both the United 
States and Iran amid rising 
tensions between the two. 
Iran wields powerful influ¬ 
ence through its support of 
the militias, which are sanc¬ 
tioned by the Iraqi gov¬ 
ernment and which were 
a major force in the fight 
against the Islamic State 
group. At the same time. 


Iraq hosts American troops 
and forces belonging to 
the U.S.-led coalition fight¬ 
ing IS. 

The statements by al-Fayy- 
adh and al-Muhandis fol¬ 
lowed at least three mys¬ 
terious explosions at militia 
bases and munitions depot 
around Iraq over the past 
month, including a mas¬ 
sive blast near Baghdad 
that killed one civilian and 
wounded 28 on August 
12. A government inves¬ 
tigation, a copy of which 


Associated Press 

was obtained by The As¬ 
sociated Press on Wednes¬ 
day, found the blast near 
Baghdad was caused by a 
drone strike. 

American officials denied 
the U.S. had any role in the 
explosions. 

The blast has also given 
rise to a host of theories, 
including that Israel may 
have been behind the at¬ 
tacks. Israel has struck Ira¬ 
nian bases in neighboring 
Syria on numerous occa¬ 
sions, and there has been 


speculation that it might be 
expanding its campaign to 
target Iranian bases to Iraq. 
Israel has neither confirmed 
nor denied the reports and 
the Iraqi government has 
remained mostly mute. 

On Wednesday, the state¬ 
ment signed by al-Mu- 
handis broke the silence, 
blaming the attacks, which 
it said were carried out by 
Israeli drones, on the Ameri¬ 
cans and vowing to defend 
itself against future attack. 
The statement, which ap¬ 
pears to have been issued 
without prior consultation 
with Iraqi security forces, 
was met with silence from 
official circles that went on 
for hours— an embarrass¬ 
ing sign of how the militias 
operate independently. 
Al-Muhandis, who once 
battled U.S. troops in Iraq, 
also commands the feared 
Hezbollah Brigades faction, 
which has close ties to Iran 
and is on a U.S. list of desig¬ 
nated terrorists. 

In a marked escalation in 
rhetoric, the Brigades is¬ 
sued a fiery statement 
later Thursday warning the 
U.S. that any new attack 
on an Iraqi position will be 
met with a harsh response. 
“And be sure that if the 
confrontation between us 
starts, it will only end with 
your removal from the re¬ 
gion once and for all," it 
said.Q 


Lightning strikes Polish and Slovak mountains, killing 5 



Rescue helicopter have brought to hospital the first people 
injured by a lighting that struck Poland’s southern Tatra 
Mountains during a sudden thunderstorm, in Zakopane, Poland, 
on Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019. 


By MONIKA SCISLOWSKA 
Associated Press 
WARSAW, Poland (AP) — 

Lighting struck several lo¬ 
cations across the Tatra 
Mountains in southern Po¬ 
land and neighboring Slo¬ 
vakia on Thursday, killing 
five people, including two 
children, and injuring doz¬ 
ens more. 

Witnesses said the thunder¬ 
storm came suddenly on a 
day that began with clear 
weather. Four people were 
killed on the Polish side and 
one in Slovakia. 

Some of the injured were 
brought by helicopter to 
the hospital in the Polish 
mountain resort town of Za¬ 
kopane while others were 
taken elsewhere, a spokes¬ 
woman for the Polish air 


ambulance service, Kinga 
Czerwinska, told the news 
broadcaster TVN24. 

The lightning hit the 


Associated Press 

Giewont peak, a trekking 
destination popular among 
Polish and foreign tourists 
that is 1,894 meters (6,214 


feet) high, and in other lo¬ 
cations across the Tatras. 
The Tatras, part of the Car¬ 
pathian mountain range, 
are the highest mountains 
in Poland and in Slovakia 
and attract tourists from 
near and far with their soar¬ 
ing peaks and scenic lakes. 
Krakow province gover¬ 
nor, Piotr Cwik, told report¬ 
ers that two children were 
among the dead. The num¬ 
ber of those hurt could still 
rise, as people were still be¬ 
ing brought from various 
places in the mountains, 
Cwik said. 

Slovak rescue service said 
that a Czech tourist fell 
down hundreds of meters 
(yards) and was killed after 
lightning knocked him off 
the Banikov peak. 


Rescuers with the Polish 
Tatra emergency service, 
known as TOPR, were dis¬ 
patched to the Giewont 
peak in the early afternoon 
after being notified that a 
group of people, includ¬ 
ing children, had been 
struck by lightning there. 
TOPR chief Jan Krzysztof 
said people were struck at 
other locations, too. TOPR 
said it believes the lightning 
probably hit metal chains 
installed on the peak to aid 
tourists in their climb. 
Footage on TVN24 showed 
rescuers racing to a heli¬ 
copter to get to the peak, 
in wet, rainy and foggy 
weather and then a he¬ 
licopter landing at the 
hospital in Zakopane with 
those hurt. □ 
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S. Korea cancels Japan intelligence deal amid trade dispute 


By HYUNG-JIN KIM 
Associated Press 
SEOUL, South Korea (AP) 

— South Korea will stop 
exchanging classified in¬ 
telligence on North Korea 
with Japan amid a bitter 
trade dispute, an official 
said Thursday, a surprise 
announcement that is likely 
to set back U.S. efforts to 
bolster security coopera¬ 
tion with two of its most im¬ 
portant allies in the Asian 
region. 

South Korea's decision to 
cancel the intelligence¬ 
sharing pact will also further 
aggravate its ties with Ja¬ 
pan, which are already at 
their lowest point since the 
two countries established 
diplomatic ties in 1965. Jap¬ 
anese media said Tokyo will 
lodge a protest with Seoul 
and quoted unidentified 
Tokyo officials as calling the 
South Korean move “ex¬ 
tremely regrettable" and 
“unbelievable.” 

Many experts had pre¬ 
dicted that South Korea 
would be unlikely to spike 
the 3-year-old intelligence¬ 
sharing deal for the sake of 
its relations with the United 
States. South Korea has 
been seeking U.S. help in 
resolving the trade dispute, 
and Seoul and Washington 
have also been working 
together to restart stalled 



Kim You-geun, deputy director of South Korea's presidential national security office speaks at the 
presidential Blue House in Seoul, South Korea, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019. 


talks on stripping North Ko¬ 
rea of its nuclear weapons. 
South Korea's presidential 
office said it terminated the 
intelligence deal because 
Japan’s recent decision 
to downgrade South Ko¬ 
rea’s trade status caused a 
“grave” change in security 
cooperation between the 
countries. “Under this situ¬ 
ation, the government has 
determined that maintain¬ 
ing the agreement, which 
was signed for the purpose 
of exchanging sensitive 


military intelligence on se¬ 
curity, does not serve our 
national interests," Kim You- 
geun, the deputy director 
of South Korea's presiden¬ 
tial national security office, 
said in a nationally tele¬ 
vised statement. 

He said South Korea will 
formally notify Japan of its 
decision before Saturday, 
the deadline for an exten¬ 
sion of the pact for another 
year. Japan's Kyodo News 
agency quoted an uniden¬ 
tified Japanese govern- 


Associated Press 

ment official as saying the 
South Korean decision was 
“extremely regrettable." 
Public broadcaster NHK 
said an unidentified Japa¬ 
nese official described the 
decision as “unbelievable," 
while another official said it 
was unlikely to have much 
impact on Japanese secu¬ 
rity. Since early last month, 
Japan has imposed stricter 
controls on exports to South 
Korea of three chemicals 
essential for manufactur¬ 
ing semiconductors and 


display screens — key ex¬ 
port items for South Korea 
— and decided to remove 
South Korea from a list of 
countries granted prefer¬ 
ential trade status. 

South Korea accuses Ja¬ 
pan of weaponizing trade 
to punish it over a separate 
dispute linked to Japan’s 
brutal colonial rule of the 
Korean Peninsula from 1910 
to 1945. Japan denies that, 
saying its steps were taken 
because of unspecified se¬ 
curity concerns. 

The Japanese trade curbs 
triggered an outburst of 
anti-Japan sentiment in 
South Korea. Many South 
Korean citizens rallied in the 
streets, canceled planned 
holiday trips to Japan and 
launched widespread boy¬ 
cotts of Japanese beer, 
clothes and other products. 
The South Korean govern¬ 
ment, for its part, decided 
to downgrade Japan's 
trade status. Some experts 
say the tit-for-tat actions 
could eventually hurt South 
Korea’s economy more 
than Tokyo’s. Many big 
South Korean manufactur¬ 
ers including Samsung rely 
heavily on materials and 
components imported 
from Japan, while Japan 
doesn't import many vi¬ 
tal materials from South 
Korea.□ 


Hundreds gather in Goma, Congo 
for “Stop Ebola” march 


Associated Press 
KINSHASA, Congo (AP) — 

Hundreds gathered in Con¬ 
go's eastern city of Goma 
to support Ebola response 
teams that have seen in¬ 
creasing attacks and resis¬ 
tance among communities 
where Ebola continues to 
spread. 

North Kivu Governor Carly 
Kasivita, who organized 


Thursday's march, said any¬ 
one spreading misinforma¬ 
tion about Ebola will face 
arrest. 

He promised more initia¬ 
tives to raise awareness 
with communities in sev¬ 
eral provinces and called 
on rebel groups to allow 
health officials to carry out 
work to stop Ebola. 

The Ebola outbreak, de¬ 


clared last year in eastern 
Congo, has killed at least 
1,800 people since the out¬ 
break began. 

It continues to spread de¬ 
spite new treatments and 
vaccines given to more 
than 197,000 people. 
Insecurity reigns in the 
region where communi¬ 
ties also mistrust health 
workers. □ 
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Residents march to raise awareness about Ebola, in the city of 
Goma, in eastern Congo Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019. 

Associated Press 
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Killings by police divide Brazilian city weary of crime 



In this May 31, 2019 photo, cinderblock homes blanket a hill in the Vidigal slum in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil. 


By MARCELO SILVA DE SOU¬ 
SA 

Associated Press 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 

It happens, on average, 
more than five times a day 
in Rio de Janeiro: Police 
open fire and someone 
dies. 

Brazilian human rights and 
victims' groups are rais¬ 
ing alarms about the re¬ 
cord levels of deaths at 
police hands in the state 
of 17.2 million people, with 
1,075 slain in the first seven 
months of the year, ac¬ 
cording to official figures. 
And far-right Rio state Gov. 
Wilson Witzel and President 
Jair Bolsonaro are pushing 
to give police a still-freer 
hand. 

Witzel said in July that po¬ 
lice should lose their “fear 
of killing.” Bolsonaro said 
this month that with a new 
law he backs, criminals 
“are going to die in the 
street like cockroaches.” 
That echoes the radical an¬ 
ti-crime stance that helped 
Bolsonaro win the presi¬ 
dency last year — ending 
a four-election string of left¬ 
ist victories — and many 
Brazilians see the police- 
caused deaths as a regret¬ 
table but acceptable price 
for cracking down on ram¬ 
pant crime. 

“Unfortunately, the police 
today need to be very 
hard,” said Isaque Samora, 
an Uber driver who lives in 
Duque de Caxias, a munic¬ 
ipality in the state with high 
rates of crime. 

He said he drives only 
during the day, to lessen 
chances of falling victim to 
criminals. 

Even so, two months ago, 
he drove a passenger into 
a Rio slum and only a few 
yards (meters) into the 
shantytown he was inter¬ 
cepted by robbers armed 
with pistols and rifles. 
“Security would only im¬ 
prove quickly if all citizens 
were policeman," added 
Samora, who said he voted 
for Bolsonaro because of 
his promise to be inflexible 
with criminals. 

So far, crime is down amid 
the rising quantity of blood 
shed by official forces. 
Police-involved shootings in 
Rio have jumped 25%, with 
1,144 in the first six months. 


according to the non-gov¬ 
ernment violence monitor 
Crossfire. 

The 194 such deaths re¬ 
ported by officials for July 
was the most killings involv¬ 
ing police in a single month 
since at least 1998. It's not 
clear how many were in¬ 
volved in firefights with po¬ 
lice, how many were un¬ 
armed suspects and how 
many were bystanders hit 
by stray shots. 

Meanwhile, official reports 
show a 23% drop in homi¬ 
cides, a 22% fall in auto 
thefts and a 9% jump in 
drug seizures. 

Brazil as a whole saw 65,602 
homicides in 2017, while 
preliminary calculations for 
2018 showed more than 
51,500 killings last year, ac¬ 
cording to the indepen¬ 
dent Brazilian Forum on 
Public Security. 

Battles between criminal 
gangs have become com¬ 
mon. 

“People are fed up with the 
advance of criminality," 
said Ricardo Ismael, a po¬ 
litical scientist at the Pon¬ 
tifical Catholic University in 
Rio de Janeiro. 

“The harshest repressive 
measures meet the wishes 
of a population that can’t 
stand living with such high 
indices of criminality.” 

In a sort of state-of-the-city 
speech after six months in 
office, Witzel boasted that 


“the police have recov¬ 
ered their respect.” 

The number of police kill¬ 
ings has reached the high¬ 
est levels since records be¬ 
gan being kept in 2003. 
According to Crossfire, a 
growing number of people 
are hit, often killed, each 
year by stray bullets — some 
fired by criminals, some by 
police. It said there were 
225 deaths by stray bullets 
last year and more than 
100 so far this year. 

“The governor’s men are 
going out to shoot at in¬ 
nocent people,” said Joc- 
ely do Rozario Junior, who 
blames the May 16 death 
of his 11 -year-old son on 
police gunfire. 

He said the boy, Kaua Ro¬ 
zario, who spoke of one 
day becoming a preach¬ 
er, was riding his bicycle in 
the Rio de Janeiro slum of 
Vila Alianca when he hap¬ 
pened across a police pur¬ 
suit of drug suspects and 
was hit by a stray bullet. 
Five days later, he died. 
Police haven't acknowl¬ 
edged shooting the boy, 
saying the case is under in¬ 
vestigation. 

But Rozario Junior said wit¬ 
nesses told him the boy was 
hit by police gunfire. 

“My son wasn’t an adult or 
a trafficker. He wasn’t any¬ 
thing like that, but he lived 
with fear every time he saw 
the police,” 


Associated Press 

Rozario Junior said. “I can’t 
be quiet because if so, 
Kaua would be just one 
more statistic.” 

Citizens groups have sprung 
up in the slums to combat 
police violence. 

“We aren't warriors here, 
we are survivors. We have 
to speak, denounce, com¬ 
plain about what is hap¬ 
pening,” said Barbara Nas- 
cimento, a coordinator of 
the group Stop Killing Us, 
which emerged in the Vidi¬ 
gal favela. 

The group cites as an ex¬ 
ample a February police 
operation in the Fallet 
Fogueteiro slum in which 15 
suspected gang members 
were killed. 

Neighbors and relatives say 
the suspects were tortured 
and killed. 

The mother of one of those 
killed, speaking on condi¬ 
tion of anonymity for fear 
of reprisals, told The Asso¬ 
ciated Press her son was 
cut across the throat and 
stabbed in his belly with a 
knife by police. 

Bolsonaro and Witzel want 
to give police an ever freer 
hand. They back a bill in 
Congress that would for¬ 
give actions by police who 
can show they were moti¬ 
vated by fear, surprise or 
“violent emotion.” 

The hard line doesn’t both¬ 
er people such as Sonia 
Manzano, a member of a 


far-right group that advo¬ 
cates a stronger military 
role in Brazilian life. 

“It’s impossible to end crimi¬ 
nality without fatal victims,” 
she said. 

“There is no confrontation 
in history in which everyone 
comes out unscathed.” 

But the rise in violence in¬ 
volving police led Renata 
Souza, head of the Human 
Rights Commission for Rio 
state, to present a com¬ 
plaint against the governor 
to the U.N. special investi¬ 
gator on extrajudicial kill¬ 
ings in May. 

“The governor himself ac¬ 
knowledges that he is not 
going to respect human 
rights and is going to deal 
with violence with more vi¬ 
olence," Souza said. 

Witzel's policies include 
frequent flights over slums 
with helicopters manned 
by police snipers and few 
places have echoed with 
the sound of the choppers 
as much as Mare, a slum 
complex in the city’s north. 
There, musician David Vi¬ 
cente said he is part of a 
different way to reduce 
crime. 

He’s part of a favela or¬ 
chestra meant to give 
youths an alternative to the 
gangs. 

“My part today is to save 
children, just as I was saved 
by the orchestra,” he said. 
“I was a boy with a lot of 
free time, wandering in the 
street, and today half my 
friends are tied up in traf¬ 
ficking," said the 20-year- 
old. 

“We should show children 
that they have another 
path than the obvious one, 
which is drug traffic.” 
Vicente said most of his 
neighbors are less fearful 
of the police than of be¬ 
ing caught in crossfire or hit 
by shots from a helicopter. 
“You're not safe even in¬ 
side your house because a 
shot can enter through the 
roof," he said. 

He said that instead of 
shooting more, officials 
should focus on programs 
that give options to be¬ 
coming a gang member, 
based on education and 
culture. 

“I’m probably not a traf¬ 
ficker today because I had 
access to that.”0 
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Third time’s a charm 



EAGLE BEACH — For the third year in a row, Aruba 
organized the largest wedding vow renewal ceremony 
in the Caribbean. The magic happened on August 
22nd, 2019. Aruba Tourism Authority (ATA) together with 
wedding planner Lissy Lampe and the Hyatt Regency 
planned this event. Radio personality Ruben Garcia was 
the MC for the night, while Andy Osborne, officiated the 
wedding ceremony. The event was held on Eagle Beach 
and love was in the air! 

About 230 guests renewed their wedding vows which is 
one of the most romantic and emotional moments in a 
couple’s life. Picture a white-sanded beach, a glorious 
sunset and a crowd all in white with love on their mind. 
That is a lot of positive energy. Added to that sparkle 
were beautiful wedding arches, live performance of a 
carnival dance group, DJ's and much more Caribbean 
ingredients that make this Happy Cocktail complete. 

I Do 

Couples from all over the world gathered at the #3 Beach 
of the World to say: I Do ... again. Aruba Tourism Authority, 
the initiator of this event, created the appropriate scenery 
with flowers, champagne and a huge illuminated sign 
reading ‘I Do'. It does not matter whether you have been 
in love for 10, 20 or 40 years, you can always find a reason 
to remind each other again why you are together. It works 
like a fresh breeze and the backdrop of the amazing 
beach of Aruba tops it all. Want to be part next year? 
The ceremony is free to all couples and registration can 
be done ahead by visiting aruba.com/i-do. You can also 
book a love-inspired vacation package from more than 
15 on-island hotel partners. □ 




lgsmiths.com 





As the centerpiece of Aruba's thriving downtown district, LG- Smith's 
delivers an unsurpassed steakhouse experience r elevated by our passion, 
culinary chops and "attitude is everything'' mantra. 

And join us every Friday for the only Kobe Steak on the island as our chef 
prepares succulent cuts of rare Kobe Steak paired with an exclusive wine list. 



The #1 Steakhouse in Aruba according to Trip Advisor- 
Located in Oranjestad r next to Wind Creek Crystal Casino. 
Open nightly for dinner. For reservations please call 523.6195, 
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Aruba Living Today celebrates 10 Years of Success: 

A Different Approach to Real Estate with a Personal Touch 



for sale 


NOORD — They drive around with you to help you to get to know the island. They ar¬ 
range your mortgage, insurances, notary and appraisals as they have a Dutch certified 
appraiser on staff. They assist you in going through the needed bureaucracy during the 
buying process. They help you with the connection of utilities. They do your property 
management, vacation rental and help you import your furniture. Everything that comes 
in with buying a house on the island is within the package they offer. You get the whole 
nine yard. Who are they? Please meet Aruba Living Today! 



Travel Tips 


£ ier&puerto InEemadonal 

Reina Beatrix 



1. When checking! n r you wl II a (ways n eed your val lid pasipcrt* a long with you r ti eke t, 
e-ticket receipt or e-ticket confirmation. For some countries a Visa is also required. 

2. For all US-bou nd bepa rtu res, check- in th ree hours before you r sc h ed ul ed departure 
time. 

3. For all US-bound flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the 
left side of building; follow the signs and head towards local immigrations* main 
security screening* shopping area and the departure gates. Aruba Airport provides 
full US Pre-Clearance service. 

4. For all Non US departures* check-ln may vary between airlines and destinations* 
always consult your airline for more Information. Being at the airport 3 hours before 
your departure flight is always safe. 

5. For all Non US flights, after check-in, leave building through the exit on the right 
side of building; follow the signs and head towards Local immigrations, main 
security screening, shopping area and the departure gates, 

6. If traveling with a carry-on* there are restrictions on liquids, gels and aerosols you 
can carry In your carry-on luggage- Always check with your airline on limitationsH 

7. Always check the weight Iimit of your bag gage; excess weight may result In penalty 
fees. 

B. Always label your bag s and su i tea ses with your na me, ad dress a n d ph on# n umber. 

9. Always leave all carry*on items unlocked while passing through screening points to 
not cause delays if these need to be Inspected. 

10. Avoid wearing big belt buckles, clothing with metal buttons, lots of jewelry etc. 
when traveling. If you have these on, remove all metal items and place these in a 
tray for screening. It is advisable to put all metal items In your carry-on luggage 
until you dear security.This will help speed up the process, 

11. Rem ove shoes at c heckpoint an d pi ace I n tray fa r x-ray machin e screen! ng H 

12. All electronic items should he placed in tray outside their case for x-ray screening. 

13. Avoid packing foods and beverages in your check-ln baggage. When traveling to 
the US, you have to comply with the rules and regulations of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture. More Information htt ps://www.usda.gov/. 

14. If traveling with medication, pi ease pack these in your carry-on luggage in their 
original packaging. 

15. If you medical documentation, present this to the security checkpoint screener to 
inform them. The documentation Is not required and will not exempt you from the 
screening process, 

16. Take note of inadmissible Items such as sharp objects* sporting goods*, guns and 
firearms* martial arts and self-defense items* tools, explosive materials, flammable 
items, disabling chemicals and other items when traveling. More information 
available on www.airportaruba.com. 


“My goal was to do real estate in a different way when I 
established this company June 1 st 2009. Not from the per¬ 
spective of only selling, but to look for the perfect match 
between dream house and client. My philosophy is: it will 
only work when all involved are happy and connected 
by that personal touch," says Randolph Arends, owner 
of Aruba Living Today. Together with his business partner 
Berend Prenger and a dedicated team they practice 
what they preach: mediation in Real Estate with a high 
service level. “I am proud to state that so far all of my cli¬ 
ents stayed with us. I am not selling a fairytale, in ten years 
of course there were challenges too but it is about how 
you handle those. It’s like with family, you stick together 
with ups and downs. But the love is there.” 

All Happens Here 

Aruba Living Today is located in an authentic Aruban 
house, welcoming you in a warm ambiance that empha¬ 
sizes the philosophy of connecting. There are candles, 
Buddha ornaments, magazines, and a homey ambience 
for you to sit and talk about your dream house or invest¬ 
ment. “We are a one stop shopping point. We are not 
only selling a house, we take all out of your hands. It is a 
totally different approach that is not pushy, but showing 
you we do care that you feel at home here on our island. 
We know the island and its ups and downs. We guide you 
through the full process in order for you to make a proper 
decision," says Berend. 

What Do We Do 

Services offered by Aruba Living Today are House and 
Land Sales, Rentals, Investments, Property Management, 
Vacation Rental, Mortgages, Insurances, Maintenance, 
Assist in Arrangements for Notary and Utilities, Guiding 
Bureaucracy Process and Assisting in Import of Furniture. 
Berend is also a certified appraiser within the Dutch King¬ 
dom meaning he does your appraisal report that is ac¬ 
cepted by all banks and he delivers within three days. 
“Exceptional for Aruba. This definitely speeds up the pro¬ 
cess of buying,” he says. This different approach of real 
estate is what sets Aruba Living Today apart and is also 
the reason why Randolph calls himself a property media¬ 
tor instead of a real estate broker. “The personal touch 
is essential to me. I am stepping aside of the image that 
real estate brokers are only in for the commission. This im¬ 
age does not fit me at all, I am in for my passion and I can 
only do this from the heart.” 

Aruba Living Today caters for both local and foreign mar¬ 
ket divided into 40% local buyers and 60% foreign buy¬ 
ers. “Our customers come from Holland, Belgium, Nor¬ 
way, Germany, UK, Russia, Latin America, United States 
and Canada. We are widely covered and thus provable 
good with different cultures, also we speak four languag¬ 
es.” Besides that Aruba Living Today is open to every bud¬ 
get, they have listings for all category buyers. As a mem¬ 
ber of the Aruban Real Estate Association they are listed 
also on the website www.arubalisting.com within a group 
of 20 of the most advanced realtors on the island. Aruba 
Living Today is featured as well on Home & Garden TV 
and you can find them on House Hunters, Social Media 
under Aruba Living Today and of course in Aruba Today’s 
newspaper. □ 

Aruba Living Today 
Tanki Leendert 291, Aruba 
Tel +297 587 9987 
Fax +297 587 9985 
Cell +297 593 9177 
Mail info@livingtoday.aw 
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JULY 1 TO AUGUST 31 


Open daily 10am to 4am i, J.E. Irousquiit Elvd #47 
snrin I rn<innnliifimhm fiun 


CASINO AND SHOPS 


Win your share of $20,000 in points! 

20 WINNERS EACH DAY 
You can win up to $100 in Points! 

Swipe and play free once daily. Earn 100 Slot Points or 
8 Table Credits and play again - up to 5X each day 

See PApyms r Ckfc br hill tvh?*, Fomti -Corf be cpftvtvW to free Sbt Piny, 


We're giving away 
$50 free Slot Play to 

lucky slot and table game 
players every 30 minutes 
from 7pm to midnight! 


Offering c wide variety of 
Retail & Dining Outlets, 
Solon & Spo Services, 
Souvenirs and more. 


Aruba to Me 


ORANJESTAD - We would like to 
portrait you! By inviting you to send 
us your favorite vacation picture 
while enjoying our Happy Island. 
Complete the sentence: Aruba to 

me is. Send your picture with 

that text (including your name and 
where you are from) to: news@aru- 
batoday.com and we will publish 
your vacation memory. Isn’t that 
a special way to keep your best 
moments alive? Please do note: By 
submitting photos, text or any other 
materials, you give permission to 
the Aruba Today Newspaper, Ca¬ 
ribbean Speed Printers and any of 
its affiliated companies to use said 
materials, as well as names, like¬ 
ness, etc. for promotional purposes 
without compensation. 

Last but not least: check out our 
website and Facebook page! 
Thank you for supporting our free 
newspaper, we strive to make you 
a happy reader every day again. 

Have a look at Lorri Rivera. She 
send us a great picture and wrote: 

“Aruba to me is. Beautiful 

Beaches and Happy Teens!”Q 
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Four Tips to Peacefully Enjoy Your Time Away 



By Bonnie Gortler 

The decision to take time off is key 
to your overall well-being. Life has 
many demands, so it’s normal that 
you may resist taking time away 
from your normal responsibilities 
and obligations. Making excuses 
is common. We’ve all done it and 
put the perceived needs of others 
ahead of our own. 

What good is all your hard work if 
you aren't willing to enjoy life? 

Time off to rest your mind and body 
will rejuvenate you, lowers your 
stress, and gives you new insights 
and clarity. Time away ignites your 
creativity, increases your everyday 
happiness, and your overall well¬ 
being too. If after hearing all the 
benefits of taking time off you still 
find yourself unable to break free, 
then the time has come for you to 
work toward adjusting your mind¬ 
set and begin embracing the idea 
that a real vacation is possible. 
The goal is to avoid being stressed 
and worried. Be in the position that 
when you do take time off from 
your business or corporate job, that 
you can enjoy your time away. 

For me, a vacation away is a spe¬ 
cial time to spend with my family 
and friends on the island of Aruba. 
The Casa Del Mar Beach Resort has 
turned into our home away from 
home. The island itself is only about 
21 miles and is in the southern part 
of the Caribbean Sea. Aruba is the 
perfect place to unwind and have 
fun. 

Many years ago, I made excus¬ 
es and delayed taking time off. 
When I did go away, I was easily 
distracted and didn't know how to 
relax fully. What has helped me to 
become so confident in relaxing 
while on vacation, and no longer 


struggle with pre-vacation anxiety 
and stress, was in developing a 
well thought out plan before go¬ 
ing away. My plan of action has 
also increased the trust of my co¬ 
workers. Use the following four tips 
to help organize and assist you in 
making your next vacation worry 
and stress-free. 

Four Tips to Peacefully Enjoy Your 

Time Away 

Plan: 

Having enough trust is sometimes 
challenging. What helped me the 
most was understanding that with 
enough time, I could set up a plan 
that could be tweaked along the 
way. What I discovered, is that you 
first develop a relationship with 
your team or an associate and 
trust them to cover your tasks while 
you're away. Leave a list of what 
is pending, and a quick reference 
of what you think is needed to be 
watched closely. Create a task 
manual or spreadsheet as a point 
of reference that has instructions, 
daily routines, including phone 
numbers and passwords. 

By following these steps, you will 
know decisions while your away 
will be made as if you made them 
yourself. Remember to say, “Thank 
You' and show your appreciation 
before you leave and upon your 
return. Check-in with your clients 
to see if they have any needs or 
questions in advance of your va¬ 
cation. This serves as a great time 
to let them know who to contact 
while you’re gone. Your clients 
will appreciate your call, and you 
will also discover that many will 
be happy to hear you are taking 
some well-deserved time off to re¬ 
juvenate and relax. 

Clear Communication: 

Being connected and easily ac¬ 


cessible is one true benefit of tech¬ 
nology. Fortunately, most times, it’s 
not necessary for you to be avail¬ 
able day and night when on va¬ 
cation. Taking your business with 
you when you travel will not work 
for everyone. When you travel you 
can bring a laptop, an iPad, oryour 
cell phone may be enough. It’s 
your decision whether to unplug or 
not. When traveling, I monitor the 
stock market periodically through 
the day by listening to people talk 
around the pool or with a quick 
look at CNBC on the TV. Make sure 
you have the right equipment that 
gives you a sense of comfort. I find 
for short trips my phone is all I need, 
for longer trips I bring my laptop. 
My husband prefers his iPad. 

Your chances of experiencing wor¬ 
ry-free time off are much improved 
when you establish clear channels 
of communication with your team 
if an important issue arises. It's best 
to leave your team with a clear un¬ 
derstanding of what constitutes an 
emergency for you to be contact¬ 
ed. Make your expectations clear 
by meeting with your team and 
then one on one with the person 
who is going to be backing you up 
to see what questions or concerns 
they may have. 

Have a Backup Strategy: 

Send your files that you might need 
to your email address, or open a 
Dropbox account for easy access, 
or back up your files to the cloud 
or a small flash drive. What’s great 
about a flash drive is that you have 
access to your files from any com¬ 
puter without the need for an Inter¬ 
net connection. 

Give Yourself Quiet Time: 

Your health is important, and time 
away is the best medicine for clear¬ 
ing your mind. Permit yourself to 


step away from a hustle and bustle 
of a vacation routine. Make it a 
priority to relax and have fun while 
away and rejuvenate your brain 
and rest your body. Do something 
you have never done before. Not 
only will the new experience give 
you something to talk about upon 
return, but you will see how much 
joy it will give you. 

I know you have many responsi¬ 
bilities, and it isn't always easy to 
getaway. Before you take off, re¬ 
mind yourself that it’s OK for you 
to leave worry-free. Commit to 
enjoying time with your family and 
friends. When you prepare in ad¬ 
vance, create clear communica¬ 
tion, have a backup strategy, and 
give yourself quiet time, you will be 
happy you took the time off and 
upon return feeling refreshed, re¬ 
juvenated, and focused. Become 
committed to your well-being. Act 
now, schedule your time off. 

If you liked this article you will love 
Bonnie’s Free eBook: Grow Your 
Wealth And Well-Being 
https://bonniegortler.lpages.co/ 
wealth-and-well-being-ebook/ 



Bonnie Gortler, the Wealth & 
Well-Being Coach, is a suc¬ 
cessful stock market expert 
who has been instrumental in 
managing multi-million-dollar 
client portfolios within a top- 
rated investment firm during 
her over 35-year corporate ca¬ 
reer. As the author of “Journey 
to Wealth”, Bonnie has made 
it her mission to share the im¬ 
portance of risk management 
and how to enjoy true finan¬ 
cial well-being by applying the 
technical and mental sides of 
investing. Bonnie has an M.B.A. 
in Business Administration and is 
a certified life coach. Visit Bon- 
nieGortler.com to learn more 
about investing, well-being, 
and personal development. □ 
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United States’ Donovan 
Mitchell attempts a shot during 
their exhibition basketball 
game against Australia in 
Melbourne, Thursday, Aug. 22, 
2019. 

Associated Press 

Analysis: USA 
Basketball 
wanted te 
be tested, 
and they were 

By TIM REYNOLDS 
AP Basketball Writer 

This is why USA Basketball 
went to Melbourne. The 
Americans wanted trou¬ 
ble. 

They got some. 

Thursday's 102-86 win over 
Australia was everything 
that U.S. coach Gregg 
Popovich could have 
wanted in a World Cup 
tuneup game for his squad. 
A few days removed from 
traveling halfway around 
the world, playing a road 
game in front of the big¬ 
gest crowd ever to watch 
basketball in Australia, fac¬ 
ing a second-half deficit 
against an upset-minded 
roster filled with NBA talent. 
Adversity struck, and the 
U.S. answered. 

“One of our big mantras 
has been ‘composure and 
poise,’” Popovich said. 
“Things are going to go the 
other way in some games. 
And the way you respond 
to that is really the mea¬ 
sure of how you're going 
to do.” 


Continued on Page 19 
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Thomas loses cushion, shares lead in Tour Championship 



By DOUG FERGUSON 
AP Golf Writer 

ATLANTA (AP) — Xander 
Schauffele was six shots 
behind before he ever 
hit a shot Thursday in the 
new scoring format for the 
Tour Championship. His 
goal was to keep his head 
down, play good golf and 
see where he stood to par 
at the end of two days. 

The TV cameras following 
his every move on the back 
nine at East Lake were the 
first hint it was going well. 

A leaderboard on the 18th 
green confirmed it. 

“I saw I was in first,” he said. 
“Happy with the day.” 
Schauffele didn’t come se¬ 
riously close to a bogey in 
a 6-under 64 that was the 
best score of the opening 
round by two shots. It was 
only worth a share of the 
lead with Justin Thomas 
and Brooks Koepka in a 
Tour Championship where 
players started with better 


scores to par than others 
depending on their place 
in the FedEx Cup. 

Thomas, who started at 
10-under par and a two- 
shot lead as the No. 1 seed, 
still led despite having trou¬ 
ble finding the fairway. That 
was the least of his prob¬ 
lems on the back nine. He 
hit pitching wedge into the 
water for double bogey 
and missed a pair of 3-foot 
putts for a 70. 

Instead of being six shots 
behind Schauffele, who 
started at 4 under as the 
No. 8 seed, Thomas was 
tied for the lead. Koepka, 
the No. 3 seed who started 
three shots behind, birdied 
three of his last four holes 
for a 67 to join them at 10 
under. 

“It's weird on Thursday to 
be three back after a cou¬ 
ple of holes," Koepka said 
of the start. “It's nice to 
close that gap on Day 1.” 
Rory Mcllroy, five shots be¬ 


hind at the start as the No. 
5 seed, had a 66 and was 
one shot behind at 9 un¬ 
der going into the second 
round. Over the next three 
days, it should look and feel 
like a normal tournament. 
The score to par is all that 
matters in deciding who 
wins the FedEx Cup and 
the $15 million prize. And 
after one day, it was setting 
up to be a shootout. The 
top five players were sepa¬ 
rated by five shots at the 
start, and that number was 
at 12 players by the end of 
the day. 

That included Paul Casey, 
who felt a new kind of an¬ 
ticipation for a Thursday. 
“After five holes, I wanted 
to see scores. I never usu¬ 
ally care about what’s 
going on after five holes," 
said Paul Casey, who shot 
66. He started eight shots 
behind as the No. 16 seed 
and cut that margin in half 
after one round. 


Associated Press 

The concern was that 
Thomas, who won last week 
at Medinah, might post an¬ 
other low score and build a 
huge lead. 

It didn’t work out that way. 
“We’ve got a golf event 
now,” Casey said. “This is 
kind of cool. Looks like it’s 
working.” 

There were a few other mo¬ 
ments that indicated this 
Thursday was different from 
all others in golf. 

Thomas made the turn at 
1 under, and as the walk¬ 
ing scorer brought the sign 
across the road and onto 
the 10th tee, one fans was 
shocked to see him at 11 
under until he said, “That’s 
right — he started at 10 un¬ 
der.” 

Schauffele was at 10 under 
when he approached the 
18th green to face a 6-foot 
birdie putt. 

“I had a putt for 59 on the 
last hole,” he said with a 
smile. “That's what (Matt) 


Kuchar told me. I looked at 
him the same way. Got it.” 
Patrick Cantlay, the No. 2 
seed who began two shots 
behind, shared the lead 
briefly until two bogeys over 
the last five holes for a 70. It 
wasn’t a good day, yet he 
still was only two shots be¬ 
hind. 

Thomas missed a 3-foot 
par putt on No. 12. On the 
par-3 15th, which played 
60 yards shorter than usual, 
his wedge was right all the 
way and found the wa¬ 
ter. And on the 17th, he hit 
wedge to 3 feet only to see 
his birdie putt spin 270 de¬ 
grees around and out of 
the cup. 

“It’s fine,” Thomas said. “I’m 
tied for the lead.” 
Schauffele won the Tour 
Championship two years 
ago in a situation that led 
to this change in format. 
FedEx Cup points accrued 
during the regular season 
and quadrupled in the 
postseason were reset to 
give everyone a chance. 
The top five players only 
had to win the tournament 
to capture the FedEx Cup, 
and odds of winning the 
bonus were higher as the 
position in the standings 
got lower. 

Schauffele, a rookie in 2017, 
was the No. 26 seed when 
he won the tournament. 
The FedEx Cup went to 
Thomas, who was the No. 2 
seed and finished one shot 
behind. 

There were two winners 
that day and mixed emo¬ 
tions. Thomas had never 
been so irritated winning 
$10 million. 

Now, the reward for a 
good season and two play¬ 
off events is a lower score 
under par to start the Tour 
Championship, and the 
lowest score to par at the 
end of the week wins $15 
million. 

“I think everyone need¬ 
ed help from J.T.,” said 
Schauffele, a phrase usu¬ 
ally only heard going into 
the final round, not on a 
Thursday. “If J.T. went out 
and shot a pair of 65s, I 
don’t think the tour would 
be very happy and I don’t 
think the rest of the field 
would be happy. 

“But it looks to be a good 
tournament so far. ”□ 
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U.S. head coach Gregg Popovich talks to player in a time-out 
during their exhibition basketball game in Melbourne, Thursday, 
Aug. 22, 2019. 


Continued from Page 17 

That composure and poise 
was tested when Austra¬ 
lia took the lead on two 
different occasions Thurs¬ 
day, much to the delight 
of a crowd of more than 
51,000 people who came 
to watch basketball in a gi¬ 
ant stadium typically used 
for soccer and cricket, 
the game getting played 
on a raised court and sur¬ 
rounded by fans in what 
resembled a Final Four at¬ 
mosphere. 

No, the deficits weren’t 
large — the Americans 
were down three in the 
second quarter, down one 
early in the third quarter, 
the total time trailing add¬ 
ing up to a mere 1 minute, 
54 seconds. But whenever 
it looked like the Austra¬ 
lians might have a shot at 
pulling off the upset, the 
U.S. responded emphati¬ 
cally and quickly. 

In the second quarter, it 
was an 11-0 run that fol¬ 
lowed the Australians tak¬ 
ing the lead. 

In the third, the response 
was a 13-0 run. 

“The way we bounced 
back in the second half,” 
U.S. guard Donovan Mitch¬ 
ell said, “shows the char¬ 
acter of this team.” 

If the U.S. had been so in¬ 
clined, they could have 
scheduled a bunch of 
blowouts to get ready for 
the World Cup in China. 
Instead, they decided 
to schedule games that 
could potentially become 
losses. 

USA Basketball goes on a 
tour before any major inter¬ 
national tournament like a 
World Cup or an Olympics. 
The last was a five-game 
journey before the 2016 
Rio de Janeiro Games, a 
stretch where the Ameri¬ 
cans — albeit with a far 
more star-packed roster 
than the current one — 
prevailed in every game 
by an average of 41 
points. The biggest deficit 
the U.S. faced in any of 
those games was a mere 
two points. 

The Americans didn’t ex¬ 
actly get better in those 
blowouts. 

But this exhibition sched¬ 
ule — last week against 


world No. 2 Spain, then 
two games at Australia, fol¬ 
lowed by the pre-China fi¬ 
nale in Sydney on Monday 
against Canada — is not 
cupcake city for the U.S. 
It was put together with a 
purpose, to help a team of 
guys who know each other 
turn into an actual team 
before the games start to 
count for real. 

“We're learning," Popov¬ 
ich said. 

Popovich thought he was 
on a stage Thursday. The 
raised court — a fairly 
common sight now in col¬ 
lege basketball’s biggest 
moments, something that 
is hardly ever seen in the 
NBA game — threw him 
off at first. So did the neon- 
lit walkway that was lined 
with fans leading to and 
from the floor. 


“Felt like I was on a runway, 
an Armani deal," Popovich 
said. Fie got through it. His 
team got through its chal¬ 
lenges as well. 

Another test comes on Sat¬ 
urday, back in Melbourne 
for Round 2 against the 
Boomers. The US finishes 


Associated Press 

with the game against 
Canada, and then it'll be 
time to fly to Shanghai to 
get ready for what should 
be three relatively easy 
group games against the 
Czech Republic, Turkey 
and Japan. None of those 
games should be as daunt¬ 


ing as facing Spain or Aus¬ 
tralia is at this point. 

But bigger challenges will 
loom. Serbia believes it can 
win the World Cup and isn't 
afraid to say so. Greece, a 
potential quarterfinal op¬ 
ponent, has reigning NBA 
MVP Giannis Antetok- 
ounmpo. France could be 
a major medal factor. And 
the Australians, even after 
losing Thursday, shouldn’t 
be overlooked either. 

That's why Popovich is lik¬ 
ing these gut-check mo¬ 
ments now. 

There will be a time in China 
when the U.S. is in trouble, 
quite possibly with a medal 
at stake. Plaving the expe¬ 
rience of going through 
adverse moments like the 
ones on Thursday should 
make the real challenges 
much easier to handle. 

“This was good for us," 
Mitchell said. □ 
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Verlander loses 2-hitter, allowing 2 HRs to lowly Tigers 


runs and six hits over 5 1/3 a wild pitch and scored Smith added a two-run tri¬ 
innings on the four-year when the throw got past pie off Emilio Pagan (3-2) as 
anniversary of the first of Rafael Devers at third base, the Mariners went up 6-5 in 



Houston Astros starting pitcher Justin Verlander walks off the mound after giving up a home run 
to Detroit Tigers' John Hicks (55) during the ninth inning of a baseball game Wednesday, Aug. 21, 
2019, in Houston. 

Associated Press 


By The Associated Press 
HOUSTON (AP) — Justin Ver¬ 
lander pitched a two-hitter 
and lost, allowing homers to 
John Hicks and Ronny Ro¬ 
driguez as the Detroit Tigers 
beat the Houston Astros 2-1 
on Wednesday night. 

Hicks led off the ninth with 
a tiebreaking blast to left- 
center field off Verlander 
(15-5), who leads the ma¬ 
jors in strikeouts with 239 but 
ranks second in homers al¬ 
lowed with 33. 

The veteran right-hander 
retired the first 14 batters, 
with six strikeouts, before 
Rodriguez homered to the 
seats in right with two outs 
in the fifth. Verlander sat 
down another 10 straight 
before Hicks connected. 
With Verlander on the 
mound at home against 
the worst team in the ma¬ 
jors, the Astros were more 
than a 5-1 favorite, one of 
the biggest favorites in an 
MLB game that Las Vegas 
oddsmakers could remem¬ 
ber. 

Buck Farmer (5-4) walked 
one in a scoreless eighth 
and Joe Jimenez finished 
the Tigers’ six-hitter for his 
fourth save. 

ATHLETICS 6 , YANKEES 4 
OAKLAND, Calif. (AP) — 

Khris Davis and Marcus 
Semien each hit a two-run 
homer to lead Mike Fiers 
and the Oakland Athletics 
past New York. 

Davis snapped an 0-for-17 
slump — three at-bats shy of 
the longest hitless drought 
of his career — wifh his first 
home run since July 30 and 
second since June 18. 

It was just his 18th homer 
after he led the majors last 
season with 48 for his third 
straight year with 40 or 
more. 

Stephen Piscotty added a 
solo home run for the A’s. 
Mike Ford homered for the 
Yankees, and Didi Grego¬ 
rius added an RBI double. 
Liam Hendriks struck out 
DJ LeMahieu and Aaron 
Judge in the eighth to es¬ 
cape a jam after top pitch¬ 
ing prospect A.J. Puk start¬ 
ed the inning for his long- 
awaited major league 
debut. Hendriks finished for 
his 15th save as Oakland 
moved a season-best 20 
games over .500. 

Fiers (12-3) allowed two 


his two no-hitters. Oakland 
won for the sixth time in sev¬ 
en games. 

Yankees lefty J.A. Happ 
(10-8) permitted five runs 
and four hits in four innings. 
PHILLIES 5, RED SOX 2 
BOSTON (AP) — Bryce 
Harper homered to give 
Philadelphia a fifth-inning 
lead, and Corey Dickerson 
drove in two runs with a tri¬ 
ple and a single to help the 
Phillies sweep a two-game 
series with Boston. 

Jared Hughes (4-5) earned 
the win with 1 1/3 hitless in¬ 
nings of relief offer Drew 
Smyly lasted just 3 2/3 in¬ 
nings. Hector Neris pitched 
the ninth for his 23rd save. 
Rick Porcello (11-10) al¬ 
lowed just one hit through 
four innings before Cesar 
Hernandez led off the fifth 
with a double. 

Hernandez took off on 


After a walk. Harper 
cleared the Green Monster 
with a two-run shot, his 27th 
homer of the year. 

RAYS 7, MARINERS 6 
ST. PETERSBURG, Fla. (AP) 
— Kevin Kiermaier drove in 
four runs, including a solo 
homer during a two-run 
ninth inning, and Tampa 
Bay beat Seattle to avoid a 
three-game sweep. 
Kiermaier tied it at 6-6 on a 
leadoff homer against Matt 
Magill (3-1). 

The Rays then loaded the 
bases on Willy Adames' 
single, a double by Mike 
Brosseau and an inten¬ 
tional walk to pinch-hitter 
Ji-Man Choi with no outs 
before MagiM’s wild pitch 
with Tommy Pham batting 
allowed Adames to score 
the winning run. 

Daniel Vogelbach had 
a solo homer and Mallex 


the top of the ninth. 

Tampa Bay ace Charlie 
Morton was bidding for his 
14th win but struggled in a 
five-inning, 99-pitch start, 
giving up three runs, four 
hits, two walks and striking 
out three. 

WHITE SOX 4, TWINS 0 
MINNEAPOLIS (AP) — Lucas 
Giolito pitched a three-hit 
shutout of fhe second-high¬ 
est scoring team in the ma¬ 
jor leagues, racking up 12 
strikeouts as Chicago took 
the series from AL Central¬ 
leading Minnesota. 

Giolito (14-6) allowed 
only runner past first base, 
a double by Jonathan 
Schoop in the eighth. 

The 25-year-old fanned 
Jake Cave to finish that 
inning and reach double¬ 
digit strikeouts for the third 
straight time, the first White 
Sox starter to do so since 


Chris Sale did so in eight 
consecutive turns in 2015. 
Giolito matched Cleve¬ 
land's Shane Bieber for the 
major league lead with his 
third complete game of 
the season. 

The White Sox and Indians 
have a baseball-best five 
apiece. Giolito got his with 
115 pitches, without a walk. 
Jose Abreu went 3 for 5 with 
two RBIs for fhe White Sox, 
with Leury Garcia and Tim 
Anderson each producing 
two hits. 

The trio scored all four runs 
against Twins starter Jake 
Odorizzi (13-6). 

ORIOLES 8, ROYALS 1 
BALTIMORE (AP) — Balti¬ 
more tied a major league 
record by allowing its 258th 
home run this season but hit 
four of its own to beat Kan¬ 
sas City. 

Anthony Santander and 
Renato Nunez hit back-to- 
back home runs in the fifth 
inning for the Orioles, who 
won their first series since 
July 25-27 at the Los Ange¬ 
les Angels. Jonathan Villar 
and Hanser Alberto also 
went deep. 

Whit Merrifield’s homer 
was the record-tying blast 
against Baltimore. The Ori¬ 
oles have 35 games to sur¬ 
pass the 2016 Cincinnati 
Reds for the most homers 
allowed in a season. 

Aaron Brooks (3-7) picked 
up his first win in eight starts 
with the Orioles since being 
claimed on waivers from 
Oakland on July 6. 

Villar put the Orioles ahead 
with a two-run shot off Mike 
Montgomery (3-6). 
RANGERS 8, ANGELS 7 
ARLINGTON, Texas (AP) 
— Hunter Pence drove in 
three runs, including an RBI 
single in the ninth inning 
that pushed Texas past Los 
Angeles. 

Elvis Andrus led off the ninth 
with a single up the middle 
off Trevor Cahill (3-8), the 
seventh Angels pitcher. 
After two wild pitches got 
Andrus to third. Pence 
grounded a single through 
the left side of the infield. 
The Rangers won three 
times in the four-game se¬ 
ries. 

Jonathan Hernandez (1- 
0) worked the final 2 1/3 
innings to win in his major 
league debut.Q 
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Davis, Mets helped 
by Indians’ mental 
lapse, win 4-3 in 10 


By The Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — J.D. Da¬ 
vis lined an RBI single with 
two outs that capped a 
two-run rally in the 10th in¬ 
ning, and New York beat 
Cleveland. 

All-Star reliever Brad Hand’s 
failure to cover first base on 
a potential game-ending 
double-play grounder cost 
Cleveland. Davis made the 
Indians pay with his first ca¬ 
reer game-ending hit. 

The Mets won their fourth in 
a row and for the 20th time 
in 25 games, moving a sea¬ 
son-high six over .500. 
Carlos Santana hit a solo 
home run with two outs in 
the Cleveland 10th off Luis 
Avilan (4-0) for a 3-2 lead. 
Amed Rosario opened the 
Mets 10th with a double off 
Hand (6-4), who later broke 
for the plate on what could 
have been a double play 
as the tying run scored. 
CUBS 12, GIANTS 11 
CHICAGO (AP) — Kris Bry¬ 
ant hit a go-ahead, two- 
run homer in the eighth in¬ 
ning to give Chicago a wild 
victory over San Francisco. 
Nicholas Castellanos and 
Kyle Schwarber also con¬ 
nected for Chicago, which 
has won four straight de¬ 
spite losing leads twice in 
the last four innings. 

The Cubs moved back into 
first place in the NL Cen¬ 
tral by a half-game over 
St. Louis, which lost to Mil¬ 
waukee in a rain-shortened 
game. 

Castellanos, who went 4 
for 5, has homered in three 
straight games for the sec¬ 
ond time in his career. 

Evan Longoria, Mike Yastr- 
zemski, Stephen Vogt and 
Kevin Pillar homered for 
San Francisco, which has 
dropped three straight. 
Castellanos led off the 
eighth with an infield single 


to set the stage for Bryant, 
who stroked a 1-1 pitch 
from Reyes Moronta (3-7) 
into the left field bleachers. 
Brandon Kintzler (3-2) 
pitched a scoreless eighth 
for the win and Craig Kim- 
brel worked a 1 -2-3 ninth for 
his 11th save. 

DODGERS 2, BLUE JAYS 1,10 
INNINGS 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Max 

Muncy homered in the bot¬ 
tom of the 10th inning to lift 
Los Angeles over Toronto 
for its 50th home victory of 
the season. 

Will Smith also went deep 
and Walker Buehler threw 
seven shutout innings for 
fhe major league-leading 
Dodgers, who have base¬ 
ball's best home record as 
well at 50-16. 

Muncy sent his 33rd homer 
to center field off Tim Mayza 
(1-3) wifh one ouf. The slug¬ 
ger picked up the Dodgers 
after closer Kenley Jansen 
gave up a tying homer to 
Rowdy Tellez in the ninth. 
Fans booed Jansen after 
he got two more outs to 
end the inning. 

Pedro Baez (7-2) got the 
win with one inning of relief. 
BREWERS 5, CARDINALS 3, 
Tk INNINGS 

ST. LOUIS (AP) — Mike 
Mousfakas homered and 
Keston Hiura drove in a pair 
of runs to lead Milwaukee 
over St. Louis in a rain-short¬ 
ened game. 

The game was stopped af¬ 
ter T/i innings and made 
official following a rain de¬ 
lay of 66 minutes. 
Milwaukee broke a six- 
game losing streak against 
the Cardinals, who were 
knocked out of first place 
in the NL Central — falling 
one-half game behind the 
Cubs. 

Adrian Houser (6-5) gave up 
three runs — one earned — 



New York Mets’ J.D. Davis reacts, center, is congratulated by teammates after he drove in the 
winning run with a single during the 10th inning of the team’s baseball game against the Cleveland 
Indians, Wednesday, Aug. 21, 2019, in New York. The Mets won 4-3. 

Associated Press 


and six hits in 5 1/3 innings. 
Junior Guerra got the last 
out in the bottom of the 
seventh and earned his 
third save. 

Moustakas, who also 
walked three times, hit a 
three-run homer in the first 
off Adam Wainwrighf (9-9) 
to highlight a four-run out¬ 
burst. 

BRAVES 5, MARLINS 0 
ATLANTA (AP) — Adeiny 
Hechavarria and Ronald 
Acuna Jr. each hit a two- 
run homer, Julio Teheran 
struck out a season-high 
nine and Atlanta beat Mi¬ 
ami. 

The Braves are 14-4 against 
Miami this year after win¬ 
ning the 2018 season series 
between the NL East rivals 
14-5. 

Teheran (8-8) combined 
with Sean Newcomb and 
Josh Tomlin for a seven- 
hitter. The right-hander al¬ 
lowed five hits in seven in¬ 
nings. 

Acuna's shot off Ca¬ 
leb Smith (8-7) in the fifth 
cleared the center field 
wall. 

His team-leading 36th hom¬ 
er came one night after he 
was hit by Elieser Hernan¬ 
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dez’s first pitch, leading to 
the ejection of Braves man¬ 
ager Brian Snitker. 
NATIONALS 11, PIRATES 1 
PITTSBURGH (AP) — Pat¬ 
rick Corbin pitched eight 
scoreless innings to remain 
unbeaten in more than 
two months, and Asdrubal 
Cabrera’s three-run home 
run capped a six-run third 
as Washington rolled past 
Pittsburgh. 

Corbin (10-5) struck out 
four and walked two while 
throwing 93 pitches to help 
the Nationals maintain their 
lead atop the NL wild-card 
standings. 

Joe Musgrove (8-12) gave 
up six runs and seven hits 
in five innings as Pittsburgh 
lost for the 29th time in 37 
games since the All-Star 
break. 

REDS 4, PADRES 2 
CINCINNATI (AP) — Luis 
Castillo shook off his worst 
career start to pitch six solid 
innings and Jose Iglesias hit 
a solo home run to pace 
the Reds. 

Castillo (12-5), who allowed 
nine hits and eight runs on 
Friday against St. Louis, 
bounced back to limit San 
Diego to five hits and one 
run with four strikeouts. 

The Reds sent nine batters 
to the plate while scoring 
three runs in a third inning, 
started by Eric Yardley (0- 
1), who got the loss in his 
major league debut. 

Nick Senzel led off wifh a 
line drive that left fielder 
Josh Naylor misplayed for a 


two-base error and scored 
one out later on Eugenio 
Suarez’s single. 

Iglesias lofted his ninth 
homer of the season into 
the seats down the left- 
field line with one out in the 
fourth inning for a 4-1 lead. 
Cincinnafi's Michael Loren- 
zen had two strikeouts in a 
perfect eighth. Raisel Igle¬ 
sias had two strikeouts in 
the ninth on the way to his 
26th save. 

ROCKIES 7, DIAMOND- 
BACKS 2 

PHOENIX (AP) — Tim Mel¬ 
ville pitched seven innings 
of fwo-hit ball in his firsf ma¬ 
jor league appearance in 
almost two years, and Col¬ 
orado cruised past Arizona. 
Melville (1-0), a 29-year-old 
right-hander with just six 
previous big-league ap¬ 
pearances who started 
this season in independent 
ball, limited Arizona to a 
first-inning double and a 
sixth-inning home run to 
go with four strikeouts and 
two walks. He also picked 
up his first major-league hit 
— a two-out, fourth-inning 
single — and his first two 
career RBIs. 

Ketel Marte and Alex Avila 
homered for the Diamond- 
backs, who had their four- 
game win streak snapped. 
The Rockies jumped on 
struggling Arizona starter 
Mike Leake (9-10) early 
with two runs on three 
straight singles and a field¬ 
er’s choice in the top of the 
first.Q 
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First-round fireworks: Serena, Sharapova to meet at U.S. Open 



In this Aug. 5, 2019, file photo, Maria Sharapova serves to Anett Kontaveit in the first round of the 
Rogers Cup women’s tennis tournament in Toronto. 


By BRIAN MAHONEY 
AP Sports Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — Ser¬ 
ena Williams and Maria 
Sharapova will finally meet 
in the U.S. Open, and they’ll 
do it in their very first match. 
A long-awaited Roger Fe- 
derer-Rafael Nadal show¬ 
down could come only in 
the final. 

Williams and Sharapova, 
past U.S. Open champions 
and two of the biggest stars 
in women’s tennis, were 
scheduled for an opening- 
round matchup when the 
draws were conducted 
Thursday for the final major 
of the year. 

Williams and Sharapova 
have met in the finals of the 
other three majors and the 
2012 Olympics but have 
never played each other 
in the U.S. Open. Williams 
owns a 19-2 record in their 
WTA Tour matchups and 
has won 18 in a row, but that 
lopsided number shouldn’t 
do much to dampen the 
hype around what will be 
the marquee match of the 
opening round at Flush¬ 
ing Meadows, which starts 
Monday. 

Williams will begin another 
bid for a record-tying 24th 
Grand Slam singles title. 
Sharapova isn't the same 
player she was when she 
won the 2006 U.S. Open 
championship — or beat 
Williams two years ear¬ 
lier in the final at Wimble¬ 
don — but remains one of 
the most popular players 
among fans in New York. 


She was given a wild card 
into the tournament two 
years ago shortly after 
returning from a doping 
suspension and promptly 
scheduled for a match on 
Arthur Ashe Stadium, where 
she upset No. 2 seed Simo¬ 
na Halep. U.S. Open offi¬ 
cials kept putting Sharapo¬ 
va on the main court in her 
next couple of matches, 
drawing complaints from 
some players who felt an 
unseeded player wasn’t 
worthy of such a prime po¬ 
sition. 

That shouldn’t be a prob¬ 
lem this time, as a Williams- 
Sharapova matchup is too 
big for anywhere other than 


Ashe. They haven’t played 
since the 2016 Australian 
Open. They were sched¬ 
uled to meet last year in the 
fourth round at the French 
Open in what was Williams’ 
first major tournament after 
returning to tennis follow¬ 
ing the birth of her daugh¬ 
ter, but she pulled out of 
the match with a pectoral 
muscle injury. 

The men’s draw sent No. 3 
seed Federer into the top 
half, meaning he could 
play top-ranked Novak 
Djokovic in the semifinals. 
They met in a classic fi¬ 
nal at Wimbledon, where 
Djokovic won in a fifth-set 
tiebreaker. 


Associated Press 

Federer and No. 2 seed 
Rafael Nadal have never 
played each other in New 
York and could do so this 
year only if both make the 
final. 

Djokovic might have to 
beat both to repeat as 
U.S. Open champion — 
and could face a tough 
obstacle just to get there 
with a potential quarter¬ 
final against No. 5 seed 
Daniil Medvedev. Medve¬ 
dev upset Djokovic in the 
semifinals of the Western & 
Southern Open en route to 
the title in what was his third 
straight week reaching a fi¬ 
nal. 

Unlike some players. 


Djokovic said he does look 
at his draw beyond the 
next match to see his po¬ 
tential path. But he resisted 
the first opportunity to do it, 
declining an offer to peek 
at his bracket during an in¬ 
terview on ESPN when the 
draws were unveiled. 

“I need my alone time,” 
Djokovic said. 

Nadal faces a potential 
first-round test against John 
Millman, the Australian who 
knocked Federer out in the 
fourth round at Flushing 
Meadows last year. Nadal 
could possibly face fourth- 
seeded Dominic Thiem in 
the semifinals. 

Other interesting first-round 
matches on the men's side 
include an all-Canadian 
affair between No. 18 seed 
Felix Auger-Aliassime and 
Denis Shapovalov, and 
eighth-seeded Stefanos 
Tsitsipas against Andrey 
Rublev, who routed Feder¬ 
er last week in the Western 
& Southern Open. 

The other potential men's 
quarters: Federer against 
No. 7 Kei Nishikori, Nadal 
against No. 6 seed Alex¬ 
ander Zverev and Thiem 
against Tsitsipas. 

Women's top seed Naomi 
Osaka, who beat Williams 
in last year's final for her first 
major title, could face a 
third-round match against 
Coco Gauff, the 15-year- 
old American who made 
it to the fourth round at 
Wimbledon and was given 
a wild card into the U.S. 
Open.Q 


Trump awarding Medal of Freedom to NBA star Bob Cousy 


By KALI ROBINSON 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump is to 
present basketball legend 
Bob Cousy with the Presi¬ 
dential Medal of Freedom, 
the nation’s highest civilian 
honor, in an Oval Office 
ceremony on Thursday. 
Cousy, 91, played for the 
Boston Celtics from 1950 
to 1963, winning six league 
championships and the 
1957 MVP title. The Bob 
Cousy Award, given to the 
country's best point guard 
in men's college basket¬ 
ball, is named for him. He is 
a member of the Naismith 



President Donald Trump presents the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom to former NBA basketball player and coach Bob Cousy, 
of the Boston Celtics, during a ceremony in the Oval Office of 
the White House, Thursday, Aug. 22, 2019, in Washington. 

Associated Press 


Memorial Hall of Fame. 
Cousy, who is white, is also 
known for speaking out 
against racism. He was an 
ardent supporter of black 
teammates who faced dis¬ 
crimination during the civil 
rights movement. 

The Medal of Freedom 
celebrates individuals for 
their “especially meritori¬ 
ous contribution to the se¬ 
curity or national interests 
of the U.S., to world peace, 
or to cultural or other sig¬ 
nificant public or private 
endeavors.” Cousy is the 
second Celtics player to 
be awarded the Medal of 
Freedom, following his for¬ 


mer teammate Bill Russell, 
who received the honor in 
2011 from President Barack 
Obama. Cousy will be the 
second Medal of Freedom 
recipient this year. Trump 
presented the award to 
golfer Tiger Woods in May. 
Cousy is the 10th honoree 
underTrump, who is Cousy’s 
candidate of choice in the 
2020 presidential election. 
In a recent interview with 
NBA.com, Cousy described 
himself as politically moder¬ 
ate. He said that although 
he disagrees with some of 
the president’s actions, he 
plans to vote for Trump next 
year. □ 


















In this June 30,2019, file photo. United States’ Christian Coleman 
wins the men’s 100-meter race at the Prefontaine Classic IAAF 
Diamond League athletics meet in Stanford, Calif. 

Associated Press 


AP sources: Sprint 
star Christian Coleman 
could face ban 

By EDDIE PELLS and PAT GRAHAM 
AP Sports Writers 

Gold-medal sprint contender Christian Coleman’s Olym¬ 
pic prospects might be in jeopardy after three missed 
drug tests, two people familiar with the case told The As¬ 
sociated Press. 

The “whereabouts failures" are said to have happened 
over 12 months, which can be treated as a positive test 
and doping violation. 

The people spoke on condition of anonymity Thursday 
because cases are considered confidential. 

The 23-year-old Coleman is the reigning national cham¬ 
pion at 100 meters. In 2017, he finished second to Jus¬ 
tin Gatlin at the world championships — and one spot 
ahead of Usain Bolt. 

The 2019 worlds are next month in Qatar, and Coleman 
has the world's leading time in the 100 the past three 
years. He also has qualified for worlds in the 200 meters. 
Athletes are required to provide authorities with their 
whereabouts so they can be tested for drugs without no¬ 
tice. Failing to provide the information, or not being pres¬ 
ent when a tester shows up, is considered a violation. 
Three missed tests trigger the equivalent of a doping vio¬ 
lation. Most who get hit for a first doping violation receive 
two-year bans, but exceptions are often made for differ¬ 
ent circumstances. 

The U.S. Anti-Doping Agency, which deals with cases in¬ 
volving American athletes, does not discuss specific cas¬ 
es. 

With the track world looking for someone to fill the mas¬ 
sive vacuum Bolt left in the sport when he retired in 2017, 
Coleman signed a reported seven-figure deal with Nike 
when he turned pro the same year. 

His main rival in the 100 at the worlds figures to be Gatlin, 
who, like Coleman, attended the University of Tennessee. 
The 200 was setting up to be one of the featured events 
at the worlds in a showdown between Coleman and 
Noah Lyles. This rivalry will be one to watch heading into 
the Tokyo Games — assuming Coleman is eligibleO 
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In this March 31, 2019, file photo, Buffalo Sabres defenseman Rasmus Dahlin (26) carries the puck 
past Columbus Blue Jackets forward Josh Anderson (77) during the first period of an NHL hockey 
game in Buffalo, N.Y. 

Associated Press 

Sabres Dahlin tells AP he’s 
better prepared for 2nd season 


By JOHN WAWROW 
AP Hockey Writer 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (AP) — Last 
season didn’t sit well with 
Buffalo Sabres defenseman 
Rasmus Dahlin. 
Unaccustomed to losing 
and no longer a rookie, 
Dahlin told The Associated 
Press on Thursday he feels 
better prepared and is far 
more driven to help trans¬ 
form the Sabres into con¬ 
tenders. 

“I'm putting more pressure 
on myself. We're going to 
be a winning team and be 
in the playoffs,” Dahlin said. 
“I think everyone is putting 
more pressure on ourselves 
now, and we're ready to 
go.” 

The first player selected in 
the 2018 draft is so eager 
to put last year behind him, 
he was among the first Sa¬ 
bres players to hit the ice at 
the team's practice facility, 
some three weeks before 
teams open training camp. 
He arrived in Buffalo from 
his native Sweden on Tues¬ 
day, and would have been 
back in town a few days 
earlier if not for travel com¬ 
plications. 

The rookie of the year final¬ 
ist is motivated after how 
Buffalo unraveled immedi¬ 
ately following a 10-game 
winning streak that had 
the team briefly sitting first 
in the overall standings at 


the end of November. The 
Sabres then won just 16 of 
their final 57 games to miss 
the playoffs for an eighth 
straight season, the NHL’s 
longest active drought. 
“We played so well in the 
beginning of the season, so 
that made you frustrated 
because we know how 
good we can play,” he 
said. “Yeah, we're going to 
get something good going 
on here.” 

Expressing unhappiness 
and acknowledging frus¬ 
tration is new for Dahlin, 
who spent much of last 
year looking mostly at the 
bright side. When asked 
late last season if Buffalo’s 
49 losses (including over¬ 
time and shootouts) were 
the most he ever endured 
in one year, Dahlin smiled 
and responded by saying 
the team’s 33 wins were 
also a season-high for him. 
A year ago, Dahlin was ex¬ 
pressing hope he'd simply 
make the season-opening 
roster. Now he’s begun 
to find his voice as a key 
member of the team. 

“I feel more prepared. I feel 
more mature,” said Dahlin, 
who turned 19 in April. “Like 
that one year of experi¬ 
ence, I know what's com¬ 
ing this season. I feel more 
comfortable in my posi¬ 
tion." 

He said he spent much of 


the summer adding weight 
and strength to better 
handle the rigors of an 82- 
game schedule and face 
elite opposition. 

Dahlin's rookie season mir¬ 
rored much of that of his 
team when it came to in¬ 
consistency. He had a goal 
and eight assists during the 
10-game win streak, but 
followed with two goals 
and four assist over his next 
17 games. Though he led 
Sabres defenseman and 
finished third among NHL 
rookies with 44 points (nine 
goals, 35 assists), he closed 
the season with a goal and 
six assists in Buffalo’s final 
19 games. Dahlin showed 
some rust Thursday, when 
the usually smooth-skating 
player took a spill — “Oh, 
yeah, I slipped,” he said — 
while being untouched at 
the blue line. He bounced 
back a few moments later, 
when he drove in from the 
right point and converted 
Jason Pominville’s no-look 
pass fora goal. 

Declaring himself ready 
to go, Dahlin already had 
his first face-to-face meet¬ 
ing with new coach Ralph 
Krueger on Wednesday. 
“He seems like a really 
good coach and a good 
man," he said of Krueger, 
who takes over after Phil 
Housley was fired following 
two sub-par seasons.Q 
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In this Aug. 11,2019, file photo, a man uses a cell phone in New 
Orleans. Major phone companies are telling the country’s state 
attorneys general that they will do more against robocalls. Major 
carriers, state 

Associated Press 

Major carriers,state 
AGs will work to 
combat robocalls 

By TALI ARBEL 
AP Technology Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — Major phone companies have pledged 
to do more to fight robocalls plaguing Americans, the 
country's state attorneys general say. 

It’s the latest step from government and industry to com¬ 
bat the growing problem . Americans get nearly 5 billion 
automated calls from scammers, telemarketers, debt col¬ 
lectors and others every month. Parts of the agreement 
echo steps already taken by regulators and Congress, 
which is working on anti-robocall bills. 

There's no timeline, though, for the 12 major phone com¬ 
panies in the pact to fulfill the promises announced Thurs¬ 
day by attorneys general from all 50 states and the Dis¬ 
trict of Columbia. 

According to the agreement, the companies will offer 
call-blocking tools for free to customers, with the excep¬ 
tion of those who still use old copper landline phones 
(where it's more difficult from a technical standpoint). 
Many of the major companies already offer this, although 
some charge for some or all of the services. 

The companies will also block calls for everyone at the 
network level, landlines included. 

The Federal Communications Commission has called on 
phone companies to block unwanted calls and expects 
carriers not to charge. 

The agreement also asks the carriers to deploy a system 
that can label caller ID numbers as real. Scammers often 
use faked numbers to get people to pick up. The FCC al¬ 
ready has asked for such a system, and companies have 
started rolling it out. 

The state AGs also asks the companies to “dedicate suf¬ 
ficient resources" to quickly figure out where illegal robo¬ 
calls are coming from when asked by law enforcement 
or by an existing industry group that is dedicated to trac¬ 
ing the origin of scam calls. 

The telecom companies involved are AT&T, Bandwidth, 
CenturyLink, Charter, Comcast, Consolidated Commu¬ 
nications, Frontier, Sprint, T-Mobile, U.S. Cellular, Verizon 
and Windstream. Not included are Altice and Cox, cable 
companies with millions of customers, as well as many 
small rural telecoms. □ 



In this March 25, 2019, file photo, Jennifer Bailey, vice president of Apple Pay, speaks about the 
Apple Card at the Steve Jobs Theater during an event to announce new products in Cupertino, 
Calif. 

Associated Press 

Apple wants people to know 
how to clean its new credit card 


By MICHAEL LIEDTKE 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — Apple believes 
some of its zealous customers will treasure 
its new titanium credit card so much that 
they will spend time polishing its white fin¬ 
ish. 

That’s why Apple has posted instructions 
on how to clean the card properly and 
warned that some materials might leave 
blemishes that are difficult to remove. 

The list of potential hazards includes leath¬ 
er and denim, prompting some people to 
conclude Apple’s credit card is so special 
that it can’t be stored in the wallets and 
pockets where most other credit cards re¬ 
side. 

But the company says it merely wants peo¬ 
ple to know that the dyes used in some 
types of leather and denim can leave 
stains. Those discoloring marks are unlikely 
in most kinds of wallets and jeans, some¬ 
thing Apple alluded to in its post by advis¬ 
ing that the card can be kept in a wallet 
or pocket made of “soft materials.” 

The reverence Apple seemed to be ac¬ 
cording its card triggered widespread 
derision on Twitter and elsewhere on the 
internet. 

“Do not look directly at Apple Card," Alex 
Stamos, a former top security executive at 
Yahoo and Facebook, mocked in a tweet 
late Wednesday . “Do not speak to Apple 
Card. Do not denigrate Apple Card in Its 
Holy Presence.” 

In reality, Apple's cleaning instructions for 
the card mirrors the same practice it ap¬ 
plies for its iPhone, iPad, Mac computers, 


ear buds and all other physical products. 
But while it’s common for people to clean 
those devices, few consumers spend time 
sprucing up their credits cards. 

Apple describes a two-step cleaning pro¬ 
cess involving microfiber cloths and isopro¬ 
pyl alcohol and includes a list of inappro¬ 
priate cleaners. The instructions also warn 
against touching another credit card or 
“potentially abrasive objects” like coins or 
keys. 

The Apple Card, announced in March in 
partnership with Goldman Sachs, started 
rolling out in the U.S. this month. Though in¬ 
dustry experts say the card’s financial ben¬ 
efits mirror many of those already out there 
for consumers, Apple is positioning it as a 
refreshing change from fhe thousands of 
other credit cards that have been avail¬ 
able for decades. 

In one of fhe biggest differences, the 
card is designed to be primarily used with 
the Wallet app on the iPhone and Apple 
Watch. But at retail stores, that requires 
merchants to accept Apple Pay. Apple 
and Goldman Sachs are giving people 
the option of a physical card to use when 
Apple Pay isn't an option. 

The card is made of titanium and a sleek 
white finish to give it added flair and pres¬ 
tige. It’s a strategy that has worked well for 
other high-end cards made of metallic al¬ 
loys, such as the Chase Sapphire Reserve 
Card . 

As part of its effort to keep its new credit 
card customers happy, Apple is offering to 
replace any card that loses its sheen, at 
no extra chargeO 
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How to bypass ATM fees while you’re on the road 



In this April 18, 2018, file photo, an ATM machine is in use at a New York convenience store. 

Associated Press 


By MARGARETTE BURNETTE 
NerdWallet 
Associated Press 

If you find yourself short on 
cash while on vacation, it 
might seem easiest to hit 
up the nearest ATM. But if 
that handy machine is not 
in your bank’s network, 
you could get a double 
whammy of fees: The ATM 
owner will probably charge 
a few dollars for the conve¬ 
nience, and your own bank 
may tack on an extra $2.50 
or so. 

You can avoid paying ATM 
surcharges, however, with 
some prep work. Here are 
ways to get cash without 
the expense on your next 
trip. 

1. CHOOSE A BANK AC¬ 
COUNT THAT OFFERS ATM 
FEE REIMBURSEMENTS. Some 
banks will credit customers' 
accounts for any fees that 
are charged by ATM ma¬ 
chine owners. Depending 
on the bank and account, 
refunds may be unlimited, 
or they could be capped 
at around $10 per state¬ 
ment cycle. 

Even capped reimburse¬ 
ments would cover a few 
trips to the cash machine 
while on vacation, so if you 
think you'll be hit with mul¬ 
tiple ATM charges, consid¬ 
er opening an account at 
a bank that refunds fees. 
Note that if you’re traveling 
overseas and need funds, 


you may still incur foreign 
transaction fees. 

2. SCOPE OUT RETAILERS 
THAT OFFER FREE CASH 
BACK. If you use a debit 
card for purchases while on 
your trip, look for merchants 
such as supermarkets or 
drugstores that offer free 
cash back with purchases. 
This is an easy way to skip 
the ATM, though it does 
mean you'll have to make 
a purchase. But if you were 
planning on that anyway, it 
means no extra costs. 

Two things to consider: It’s 
likely the merchant’s cash 
back limit is lower than an 


ATM's — you may be able 
to withdraw up to $500 
from a cash machine, but 
as little as $40 from a retail¬ 
er — and some merchants 
charge a fee of a dollar or 
so for the convenience. 
Before you tap the “cash 
back” button in the check¬ 
out line, ask if there's a fee. 

3. JOIN A LARGE ATM NET¬ 
WORK. For customers who 
travel within the United 
States, a bank or credit 
union account that has 
access to thousands of 
domestic ATMs is another 
good option, since you 
have a good chance of 


finding surcharge-free ma¬ 
chines at your destination. 
You don't need an ac¬ 
count at a megabank with 
a branch on every corner 
to take advantage of a 
large ATM network. Many 
small credit unions and on¬ 
line banks are part of co¬ 
operative networks, such 
as Allpoint and Co-op, that 
provide access to 30,000 or 
more member ATMs within 
the United States. 

In addition, some banks 
have relationships with 
convenience stores or 
other retailers that have 
ATMs on site. So a cash 


machine might be inside a 
gas station, even if no bank 
branch is nearby. Check 
your institution's website or 
mobile app to locate near¬ 
by in-network ATMs. 

4. IF ALL ELSE FAILS, DECIDE 
WHETHER CASH IS REALLY 
NECESSARY. You may not 
need to use cash much at 
all while on vacation. If you 
want a snack from a hotel 
vending machine or to pay 
for a parking spot, for ex¬ 
ample, you may be able to 
use a credit or debit card 
for those transactions. 

If you want to split a restau¬ 
rant check with a friend or 
family member, consider 
putting the total on your or 
your companion’s plastic 
and using Venmo or a simi¬ 
lar peer-to-peer payment 
app to even up. It's a way 
to pay your share without 
having to dig up dollar bills. 
Going cashless also allows 
you to keep track of your 
spending online, which can 
be useful motivation: When 
you can log in to your bank 
account and see a list of 
all recent transactions, it 
can encourage you to be 
thoughtful about new pur¬ 
chases. 

Don't give in to pricey ATMs 
while on vacation for the 
sake of convenience. With 
a little planning, you can 
keep all your money your¬ 
self instead of giving a cut 
to an ATM ownerO 


Corporate profits slump again in 2Q 


By DAMIAN J. TROISE 
Associated Press 

Corporate profits fell for a 
second straight quarter in 
the spring as the effect of 
last year's tax cut wore off 
and companies contend¬ 
ed with uncertainty from 
the Trump administration’s 
trade wars. 

As the second quarter 
earnings season winds 
down, companies in the 
S&P 500 index are on track 
to notch the first back-to- 
back quarters of slump¬ 
ing profits in three years. 
While the results weren’t as 
bad as Wall Street initially 
projected, analysts are al¬ 
ready forecasting another 
drop in profits in the current 
quarter. 

Corporate profits soared 


last year after the tax rate 
was slashed to 21% from 
35% by the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act. Most of that wind¬ 
fall was handed over to 
the minority of Americans 
that own the vast major¬ 
ity of shares, as companies 
largely spent it on dividends 
or buying back their own 
stock, rather than investing 
in equipment or research. 
Profits are falling back 
to earth this year, how¬ 
ever. The reversal comes 
amid the U.S.’s escalating 
trade war with China that 
threatens a global econo¬ 
my already facing slower 
growth. More companies 
are dealing with the im¬ 
pact of tariffs and fears 
that further tariffs will crimp 
sales and raise costs. 


“Odds that the dispute 
drags into 2020 have in¬ 
creased, introducing more 
risk to economic growth 
and corporate profits,” 
wrote John Lynch, chief in¬ 
vestment strategist at LPL 
Financial, in a note to in¬ 
vestors. 

Companies have been 
more vocal about the im¬ 
pact of tariffs in their recent 
round of earnings reports. 
There’s been a more than 
40% increase in compa¬ 
nies mentioning tariffs dur¬ 
ing calls with investors and 
industrial companies have 
been particularly strident, 
according to FactSet. The 
trade war has hurt heavy 
equipment makers like 
Caterpillar, which reported 
a 10% drop in profitsO 



In this July 5, 2019, file photo a trader works at the New York 
Stock Exchange in New York. 

Associated Press 
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Difficulty Level ★★★★ 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 


7 

5 

3 

1 

4 

8 

2 

9 

6 

2 

6 

9 

7 

5 

3 

1 

8 

4 

4 

1 

8 

9 

2 

6 

5 

7 

3 

1 

8 

4 

3 

6 

5 

9 

2 

7 

5 

2 

6 

4 

7 

9 

3 

1 

8 

3 

9 

7 

2 

8 

1 

6 

4 

5 

8 

3 

2 

6 

1 

7 

4 

5 

9 

9 

7 

1 

5 

3 

4 

8 

6 

2 

6 

4 

5 

8 

9 

2 

7 

3 

1 


ACROSS 

1 _ the coop; left 
home 

5 Male heirs 
9 Shade trees 
13 Seeing red 

15 Inner pool 
toy 

16 Flood survivor 

17 Dodge 

18 Do away with 

20 _ Plaines, III. 

21 That lass 

23 Pressed 

24 Sneaker feature 

26 Disfigure 

27 Prickly-stemmed 
plants 

29 Linear measures 

32 Permissible 

33 Backbone 
35 Goblin 

37 Zealous 

38 “Beauty and 

the_” 

39 Hopping insect 

40 Wager 

41 Makes well 

42 Burst forth 

43 Dictator 

45 Gives a seat 

46 Polished off 

47 Twitter post 

48 Shielded from 
the sun 

51 New Testament 
bk. 

52 Laundry soap 
55 “The Pelican 

State” 

58 Els or Kovacs 

60 On top of that 

61 Swamp critter, for 
short 

62 Nolte & others 

63 Subway Series 
team 

64 Portable shelter 

65 Flying insects 

DOWN 

1 Gwynne or 
Savage 

2 TV’s “One Life 
to_” 

3 Flexibility 

4 Marry 
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5 Lively horse 

6 Father, Who 
art in heaven...” 

7 Org. for Hawks & 
Hornets 

8 Grit at the bottom 
of a liquid 

9 Audience’s 
demand 

10 Money 
borrowed 

11 Spouse 

12 Farm building 

14 Abandon 

19 Ticked off 

22 “London _ 
Fallen”; Gerard 
Butler film 

25 Military attack 

27 Spill the beans 

28 Headed metal 
bolt 

29 Senorita or 
Fraulein 

30 Unwillingness 

31 Snoozed 

33 Chair part 

34 Companion 

36 Pianist Domino 


38 Traitor Arnold 

39 Release 

41 Despises 

42 Ten and one 

44 Transistors 

45 Lamb’s mother 

47 Stretch of land 

48 Close in anger 

49 Opening 


50 Sydney's nation: 
abbr. 

53 Be fond of 

54 More or _ 

56 “You _ My 
Sunshine” 

57 Prefix for fat or 
profit 

59 Curved bone 


©2019 Conceptis Puzzles, Dist. by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
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Giraffes move closer to endangered 
species protection 



mm 


In this Tuesday, March 20, 2018 file photo, giraffes and zebras 
congregate under the shade of a tree in the afternoon in Mikumi 
National Park, Tanzania. 


By JAMEY KEATEN 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — Nations 
around the world moved 
Thursday to protect giraffes 
as an endangered species 
for the first time, drawing 
praise from conservation¬ 
ists and scowls from some 
sub-Saharan African na¬ 
tions. 

Thursday’s vote by a key 
committee at the World 
Wildlife Conference known 
as CITES paves the way for 
the measure's likely ap¬ 
proval by its plenary next 
week. The plan would 
regulate world trade in gi¬ 
raffe parts, including hides, 
bone carvings and meat, 
while stopping short of a 
full ban. It passed 106-21 
with seven abstentions. 

“So many people are so fa¬ 
miliar with giraffes that they 
think they're abundant,” 
said Susan Lieberman, vice 
president of international 
policy for the Wildlife Con¬ 
servation Society. “And in 
Southern Africa, they may 
be doing OK, but giraffes 
are critically endangered.” 
Lieberman said giraffes 
were particularly at risk in 
parts of West, Central and 
East Africa. 

The Wildlife Conservation 
Society said it was con¬ 
cerned about the multi¬ 
ple threats to giraffes that 
have already resulted in 
population decline, citing 
habitat loss, droughts wors¬ 
ened by climate change 
and the illegal killings and 
trade in giraffe body parts. 
The Natural Resources De¬ 
fense Council, an environ¬ 
mental advocacy group, 
hailed the move, noting 
that giraffes are a vulner¬ 
able species facing habi¬ 
tat loss and population de¬ 
cline. A key African conser¬ 
vationist said it could help 
reverse drops in giraffe 
populations, as the move 
would help better track 
numbers of giraffes. 

“The giraffe has experi¬ 
enced over 40% decline in 
the last 30 years, said Mai- 
na Philip Muruthi of the Af¬ 
rican Wildlife Foundation. 
“If that trend continues, it 
means that we are head¬ 
ed toward extinction.” 

Still, not all African coun¬ 


tries supported the move. 
“We see no reason as to 
why we should support this 
decision, because Tan¬ 
zania has a stable and 
increasing population 
of giraffes,” said Maurus 
Msuha, director of wildlife 
at the Tanzanian Ministry 
of Natural Resources and 
Tourism. “Over 50% of our 
giraffe population is within 
the Serengeti ecosystem, 
which is well protected. 
Why should we then go 
for this?” CITES says the 
population of wild giraffes 
is actually much smaller 
than that of wild African el¬ 
ephants. 

“We’re talking about a 
few tens of thousands of 
giraffes and we’re talking 
about a few hundreds of 
thousands of African ele¬ 
phants,” said Tom De Meu- 
lenaar, chief of scientific 
services at CITES. He said 


Associated Press 

the convention was intend¬ 
ed to specifically address 
the international trade in 
giraffes and their parts. 

The U.S. is the world’s big¬ 
gest consumer of giraffe 
products, conservationists 
said. Sanerib said it was im¬ 
portant for the U.S. to act 
on its own as well. 

“It’s still urgent for the Trump 
administration to protect 
these imperiled animals 
under the U.S. Endangered 
Species Act,” she said in a 
statement. 

The meeting in Geneva 
comes after President Don¬ 
ald Trump's administration 
last week announced plans 
to water down the U.S. En¬ 
dangered Species Ac — a 
message that could echo 
among attendees at the 
CITES conference, even if 
the U.S. move is more about 
domestic policy than inter¬ 
national trade. □ 




FOR SALE 
Eagle Aruba Resort 

1 bedroom / week 33 august 
brand new suite 
$7,500 negociable 
Phone # 321 287 8547 
emai: 25coco@gmail.com 


FOR SALE 
Divi Studio 

wk 35 8/31 Dutch Village rm 128 
buy $2,650 

Divi Golf wk 35 8/31, unit 4201, 
start $2,650 

e-mail: rmwjmw@aol.com 
or call 508-651-0016 
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HEALTH 


DOCTOR ON DUTY 


Oranjestad 


Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000 

San Nicolas 


IMSAN 24 Hours 
Tel.524 8833 


PHARMACY ON DUTY 

Oranjestad: 

Paradera Tel. 588 6638 
San Nicolas: 

Seroe Preto Tel. 584 4833 


OTHER 

Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002 
Urgent Care 586 0448 
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic 
+297 588 0539 


EMERGENCY 

Police 100 

Oranjestad 527 3140 

Noord 527 3200 

Sta. Cruz 527 2900 

San Nicolas 584 5000 

Police Tipline 11141 
Ambulancia 911 

Fire Dept. 115 

Red Cross 582 2219 

TAXI SERVICES 

Taxi Tas 587 5900 

Prof. Taxi 588 0035 

Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300 

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828 


TRAVEL INFO 

Aruba Airport 524 2424 
American Airlines 582 2700 
Avianca 588 0059 

Jet Blue 588 2244 

Surinam 582 7896 


CRUISES 



August 25 

Freewinds 
August 27 

Freedom of the Seas 


AID FOUNDATIONS 

FAVI- Visually Impaired 
Tel. 582 5051 

Alcoholics Anonymous 
Tel. 736 2952 

Narcotics Anonymous 
Tel. 583 8989 

Women in Difficulties 
Tel. 583 5400 

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888 

Child Abuse Prevention 
Tel. 582 4433 

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672 


General Info 


Phone Directory Tel. 118 
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Urgency for vaccine grows as virus ravages China’s pigs 



In this May 8,2019, photo, pigs eat feed at a pig farm in Panggezhuang village in northern China's 
Hebei province. 


By SAM MCNEIL and CAN- 
DICE CHOI 
Associated Press 
BEIJING (AP) — Scientists 
are working to develop a 
vaccine to help guard the 
world’s pork supply as a 
deadly virus ravages Asia’s 
pig herds. 

Farmers have long con¬ 
tained its spread by quar¬ 
antining and killing infected 
animals, but the disease’s 
devastating march into 
East Asia is intensifying the 
search for another solution. 
The virus hadn’t been con¬ 
sidered as high a priority for 
researchers until it turned 
up last year in China, home 
to half the world’s pig pop¬ 
ulation, likely by way of 
Eastern Europe and Russia. 
Since then, it has spread 
to other Asian countries in¬ 
cluding Vietnam and Tai¬ 
wan, killing millions of pigs 
along the way. Though it 
does not sicken people, 
the disease is highly conta¬ 
gious and deadly to pigs. 
“Today’s situation, where 
you have this global threat, 
puts a lot more emphasis 
on this research,” said Dr. 
Luis Rodriguez, who leads 
the U.S. government lab on 
foreign animal diseases at 
Plum Island, New York. 

One way to develop a vac¬ 


cine is to kill a virus before 
injecting it into an animal. 
The disabled virus doesn’t 
make the animal sick, but 
it prompts the immune sys¬ 
tem to identify the virus 
and produce antibodies 
against it. This approach, 
however, isn't consistently 
effective with all viruses, 
including the one that 
causes African swine fever. 
It's why scientists have been 
working on another type 


of vaccine, made from a 
weakened virus rather than 
a dead one. With African 
swine fever, the puzzle has 
been figuring out exactly 
how to tweak the virus. 

In Vietnam, where the virus 
has killed 3.7 million pigs in 
six months, the government 
said this summer it was test¬ 
ing vaccines but provided 
few details of its program. 
In China, the government 
indicated scientists are 


Associated Press 

working on a vaccine that 
genetically alters the virus, 
an approach U.S. scientists 
have been pursuing as well. 
The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture said it recent¬ 
ly signed a confidential 
agreement with a vaccine 
manufacturer to further re¬ 
search and develop one 
of Plum Island's three vac¬ 
cine candidates. The can¬ 
didates were made by ge¬ 
netically modifying the virus 


to delete certain genes. 

But before a vaccine be¬ 
comes available, it needs 
to be tested in large num¬ 
bers of pigs in secure fa¬ 
cilities with isolation pens, 
waste and carcass incin¬ 
erators and decontamina¬ 
tion showers for staff, said 
Linda Dixon, a biologist at 
London’s Pirbright Institute, 
which studies viral diseases 
in livestock. The process 
takes two to five years, she 
said. The extensive testing 
is necessary to ensure vac¬ 
cines made by weakened 
viruses don’t have unin¬ 
tended side effects. 

In the 1960s, for instance, 
Spain and Portugal tested 
such a vaccine after out¬ 
breaks of African swine 
fever. The treated pigs 
seemed fine at first, but 
then lesions broke out on 
their skin, arthritis locked 
up their joints and the ani¬ 
mals failed to fatten up, 
said Jose Manuel Sanchez- 
Vizcaino Rodriguez, who 
leads a lab focused on Afri¬ 
can swine fever at the Uni¬ 
versity in Madrid. 

The two countries eventu¬ 
ally eradicated the disease 
by enforcing strict sanitary 
protocols, quarantining 
and killing infected and 
carrier pigs. □ 



In this May 23 2019 file photo. Southern Connecticut 
State University professor Vincent Breslin holds a sample 
of water that contains possible microplastics at the 
North Haven Water Treatment Plant on Universal Drive. 

Associated Press 
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U.N.: Don’t worry about drinking 
microplastics in water 


By JAMEY KEATEN and MA¬ 
RIA CHENG 
Associated Press 
GENEVA (AP) — The World 
Health Organization says 
the levels of microplastics 
in drinking water don't ap¬ 
pear to be risky, but that 
research has been spotty 
and more is needed into 
their effects on the environ¬ 
ment and health. 
Microplastics are created 
when man-made materials 
break down into tiny par¬ 
ticles smaller than about 5 
millimeters (roughly one- 
fifth of an inch), although 
there is no strict scientific 
definition. 

In a report published 
Wednesday, the U.N. health 
agency said the minuscule 
plastics are "ubiquitous in 
the environment" and have 
been found in drinking wa¬ 


ter, including both tap and 
bottled, most likely as the 
result of treatment and 
distribution systems."But 
just because we're ingest¬ 
ing them doesn't mean 
we have a risk to human 
health," said Bruce Gordon, 
WHO's coordinator of wa¬ 
ter, sanitation and hygiene. 
"The main conclusion is, I 
think, if you are a consumer 
drinking bottled water or 
tap water, you shouldn't 
necessarily be concerned." 
Gordon acknowledged, 
however, that the available 
data is "weak" and that 
more research is needed. 
He also urged broader ef¬ 
forts to reduce plastic pol¬ 
lution. The report is WHO's 
first review to investigate 
the potential human health 
risks of microplastics. It said 
people have inadvertently 


consumed microplastics 
and other particles in the 
environment for decades 
without sign of harm. 
Andrew Mayes, a senior 
lecturer in chemistry at Brit¬ 
ain's University of East An¬ 
glia who didn't participate 
in the WHO report, agreed 
that microplastics in wa¬ 
ter don’t appear to be a 
health worry for now. 

"But I wouldn't want people 
to go away with the idea 
that microplastics are no 
longer important," because 
they might be harming the 
environment, he said. He 
said stronger measures to 
reduce plastic are needed. 
"We know that these types 
of materials cause stress to 
small organisms," he said. 
'They could be doing a 
lot of damage in unseen 
ways.'Q 
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Film on factory is first Netflix project endorsed by Obamas 



In this Saturday, Jan. 26, 2019 file photo, Bobby Allen, from top left, director Steven Bognar, Jill La- 
mantia, Wong He, director Julia Reichert, bottom left, and producer Yiqian Zhang pose for a por¬ 
trait to promote the film “American Factory” at the Salesforce Music Lodge during the Sundance 
Film Festival, in Park City, Utah. 


By DAVID BAUDER 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — A docu¬ 
mentary about an Ohio 
auto glass factory that is 
run by a Chinese investor 
debuted Wednesday on 
Netflix as the streaming ser¬ 
vice’s first project backed 
by Michelle and Barack 
Obama’s new production 
company. 

Filmmakers Steven Bognar 
and Julia Reichert said they 
learned of the Obamas' 
interest after “American 
Factory” was shown at the 
Sundance film festival and 
they were pitching the film 
to Netflix. They were told 
the Obamas had screened 
it days earlier. 

They're ecstatic about the 
support, and in an interview 
Wednesday were quick to 
dissuade anyone from the 
idea that the film is deliver¬ 
ing a message either for or 
against any politician. 

“They got what we were try¬ 
ing to do, which is to tell a 
story that sort of transcends 
the year-to-year politics,” 
Bognar said. 

Bognar and Julia Reichert, 
who live in the Dayton, 
Ohio, area where Fuyao 
Glass replaced an aban¬ 
doned General Motors 
plant, said they were ini¬ 
tially interested in explor¬ 
ing a culture clash, but the 
film deepened into a story 


about the rights of work¬ 
ers, globalization and au¬ 
tomation. The Fuyao plant, 
bought by Chinese industri¬ 
alist Cao Dewang, employs 
some 2,200 American and 
200 Chinese workers. The 
film gives a close-up look at 
how the cultures adjust to 
one another. At one point, 
a Chinese worker explains 
that Americans are slow 
because they have fat fin¬ 


gers. Many Chinese at the 
plant consider the Ameri¬ 
cans lazy. The Americans 
at the plant question what 
they see as Chinese work¬ 
ers unquestioned devotion 
to a company that robs 
them of time to enjoy life. 
At the factory’s opening 
ceremony, Dave Burrows, 
the vice president of the 
American factory, privately 
curses out Ohio Sen. Sher- 


Associated Press 

rod Brown for suggesting 
that the Chinese owner be 
open to running a union 
shop. Two years later, af¬ 
ter he's been fired. Burrows 
drives by the factory and 
bitterly notes that you can’t 
spell Fuyao without an "f” 
and “u.” 

Tensions rise when the fac¬ 
tory doesn’t initially meet 
production goals, culmi¬ 
nating in a bitter fight over 


the right to unionize. 

In one of the last scenes, 
an employee gives Cao 
a tour of the factory floor 
and boasts about how au¬ 
tomation provides Fuyao 
with the opportunity to fire 
workers. 

The name of the Obamas’ 
company, Higher Ground, 
flashes by in the opening 
credits, but the Obamas 
themselves aren't men¬ 
tioned anywhere. Neither is 
President Donald Trump. 
Netflix worked in partner¬ 
ship with Higher Ground to 
acquire the film from Par¬ 
ticipant Media earlier this 
year, and gave no details 
about the financing. Net¬ 
flix released a brief clip 
Wednesday of the Obam¬ 
as discussing their interest 
in the project with the film¬ 
makers. 

“One of the many things 
I love about this film ... is 
that you let people tell their 
own story,” the former first 
lady said. “’American Fac¬ 
tory’ doesn’t come in with 
a perspective. It’s not an 
editorial. I mean, you truly 
let people speak for them¬ 
selves, and that is a power¬ 
ful thing that you don’t al¬ 
ways see happen.” 

Former President Obama 
said that they want people 
to look outside of their own 
experiences to understand 
the lives of others. □ 


Redd Kross knead fun into high-energy power pop 


By PABLO GORONDI 
Associated Press 

Redd Kross, “Beyond The Door” (Merge Re¬ 
cords) 

Redd Kross continue to swing their pendulum 
widely and wildly between punk roots and 
power pop on “Beyond The Door,” their latest 
album arriving after seven lean years in terms 
of new recordings, but rich with live dates 
and reissues. Brothers Jeff and Steven Mc¬ 
Donald have been in bands together for over 
four decades and the method to their mad¬ 
ness/genius has barely changed — plenty of 
groovy melodies atop loud guitars, abundant 
pop culture references that could fill their own 
“Jeopardy” category, high doses of merri¬ 
ment and an unfair flair for being a quarter- or 
half note out of step with the prevalent trends. 
No matter. With guitarist Jason Shapiro and 
Dale Crover on drums expertly completing the 
lineup, the album blasts off with “The Party.” 
It’s from the soundtrack of the hilarious 1968 
Blake Edwards-Peter Sellers film and the mis¬ 


sion statement is clear: “The party is groovy 
and everyone loses control." That’s followed 
by “Fighting," which mentions K-pop, South 
Korea’s own musical genre, and is more ener¬ 
getic than violent. 

The title track references the Velvet Under¬ 
ground's Nico while linking a Martin Scors¬ 
ese film and Alice Cooper. The younger and 
sometimes less-prolific Steven appears to pay 
tribute to a rebellious offspring on “There’s No 
One Like You” and his bass playing cracks the 
pinata wide open on the rocking “The Party 
Underground,” as joyous as the B-52’s “Love 
Shack” but with nods to Mott the Hoople/Da- 
vid Bowie, Voltaire and molasses. 

Jeff's “What's a Boy to Do” is power pop heav¬ 
en, as is the closing cover of a tune by another 
band led by California siblings. Sparks’ “When 
Do I Get To Sing ‘My Way.’” 

Those elated by Redd Kross’ unexpected 2012 
return with “Researching The Blues” will find 
that the quality remains high on the timeless 
“Beyond The Door.”Q 



This photo provided by Merge Records shows the 
album cover of Redd Kross “Beyond The Door by 
Merge Records. 

Associated Press 
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‘Angel Has Fallen’ and so 
has the franchise 


This image released by Lionsgate shows Gerard Butler, left and 
Morgan Freeman in “Angel Has Fallen,” directed by Ric Roman 
Waugh. 

Associated Press 


By LINDSEY BAHR 
Associated Press 

There is a certain mindless 
pleasure in the “Fallen” 
movies. Watching Ge¬ 
rard Butler muscle his way 
through increasingly pre¬ 
posterous obstacles as a 
Secret Service agent can 
be amusing and oddly 
transfixing at the same 
time. It's mass entertain¬ 
ment that makes a cour¬ 
tesy stop in theaters before 
ascending to its true call¬ 
ing: Endless cable reruns. 
But whatever this franchise 
got away with in “Olym¬ 
pus Has Fallen” and then, 
miraculously, in the totally 
unnecessary and very un¬ 
intentionally silly sequel 
“London Has Fallen,” it's 
clear that the well has run 
dry on this idea and char¬ 
acter. Butler and the film¬ 
makers sleepwalk their way 
through “Angel Has Fallen 
,” the third, and hopefully 
last, visit with agent Mike 
Banning. This time, the 
powers that be have de¬ 
cided to make Banning a 
fugitive. He’s on the run af¬ 
ter being falsely accused 
of orchestrating an assas¬ 
sination attempt on U.S. 
President Trumbull (Mor¬ 
gan Freeman) that kills 18 
Secret Service Agents and 
leaves the commander in 


chief in a coma. There is 
a dizzying amount of plot 
thrown at “Angel Has Fall¬ 
en.” Banning has a toddler 
daughter with wife Leah 
(Piper Perabo, subbing in 
for Radha Mitchell in the 
thankless “worried wife” 
role) and he's considering 
scaling back from danger¬ 
ous field work for the sake 
of his family and his own 
health after too many con¬ 
cussions on the job. 

The Oval Office is having 
issues with someone leak¬ 
ing false information to the 
press, not to mention the 
looming threat of Russia 
who we’re told meddled 
in a recent election in the 
“Fallen” world. And then 
there’s the private contrac¬ 
tors, like Banning's old mili¬ 
tary friend Wade Jennings 
(Danny Huston), who are 
longing for the good old 
days of lucrative wars and 
government contracts. 

Oh and Nick Nolte, playing 
Banning’s estranged father 
Clay, is living off the grid 
in the woods and having 
some regrets about leaving 
his wife and young child 
some years ago. These 
threads are all thrown to¬ 
gether in this kitchen sink of 
a movie that is unforgivably 
dull for having so much go¬ 
ing on at all times — and 


I haven’t even had the 
opportunity or reason to 
mention that this film also 
has Tim Blake Nelson play¬ 
ing the vice president and 
Jada Pinkett Smith as the 
FBI agent who is leading 
the hunt for Banning. 

It’s too much and too little 
at the same time and nei¬ 
ther absurd nor exciting 
enough to maintain an 
audience’s interest for two 
hours. 

Nolte is the only real sav¬ 
ing grace as the wild-eyed 
and paranoid Vietnam vet¬ 
eran living in his little bunker 
in the West Virginia woods. 
He's the only one having 
fun with this material, but 
even so gets unceremo¬ 
niously demoted for the 
final set-piece (although 
he does pop up again in 
a bizarre and kind of funny 
post-credits scene that has 
more spirit in two minutes 
than the entirety of “Angel 
Has Fallen”). 

It might still be passable for 
cable, but this series has 
sadly fallen into unwatch- 
able territory. “Angel Has 
Fallen,” a Lionsgate re¬ 
lease, is rated R by the Mo¬ 
tion Picture Association of 
America for “violence and 
language throughout." 
Running time: 120 minutes. 
One star out of four. □ 


Miley Cyrus takes to Twitter 
to deny cheating rumors 


Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Miley 
Cyrus denied rumors Thurs¬ 
day that she cheated on 
her soon-to-be ex-hus¬ 
band, Liam Hemsworth. 

In stream-of-conscious- 
ness mode, the pop star 
concluded : “You can say 
I am a twerking, pot smok¬ 
ing, foul mouthed hillbilly 
but I am not a liar.” 
Hemsworth, 29, and Cyrus, 
26, were on again, off 
again for 10 years but 
were married just seven 
months ago. He filed for 
divorce on Wednesday , 
citing irreconcilable differ¬ 
ences. 

Cyrus and Kaitlynn Carter, 
the estranged partner of 
Brody Jenner, were seen 


kissing in photos that sur¬ 
faced earlier this month. 
Cyrus didn’t mention 
Carter by name on Twitter 
but admitted to cheating 
in relationships when she 
was younger. 

“There are NO secrets 
to uncover here,” Cyrus 
tweeted. 

“I've learned from every 
experience in my life. I’m 
not perfect, I don’t want 
to be, it’s boring. I’ve 
grown up in front of you, 
but the bottom line is, I 
HAVE GROWN UP.” 

Cyrus said she was faithful 
once she and Hemsworth 
reconciled, adding: 

“I can admit to a lot of 
things but I refuse to admit 
that my marriage ended 



In this Monday, April 22, 
2019, file photo, Liam 
Hemsworth, left, and Miley 
Cyrus arrive at the premiere 
of “Avengers: Endgame” at 
the Los Angeles Convention 
Center. 

Associated Press 

because of cheating. 
Liam and I have been to¬ 
gether for a decade. I’ve 
said it before & it remains 
true, I love Liam and al¬ 
ways will.”Q 
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Paule Marshall, novelist of diverse influences, dead at 90 


By HILLEL ITALIE 
Associated Press 
NEW YORK (AP) — Paule 
Marshall, an exuberant and 
sharpened storyteller who in 
fiction such as “Daughters” 
and “Brown Girl, Brown- 
stones” drew upon classic 
and vernacular literature 
and her mother’s kitchen 
conversations to narrate 
the divides between blacks 
and whites, men and wom¬ 
en and modern and tradi¬ 
tional cultures, has died at 
age 90. 

Marshall’s son, Evan K. Mar¬ 
shall, told The Associated 
Press that she died Monday 
in Richmond, Virginia. She 
had been suffering from 
dementia in recent years. 
First published in the 1950s, 
Marshall was for years vir¬ 
tually the only major black 
woman fiction writer in the 
U.S., a bridge between 
Zora Neale Hurston and 
Toni Morrison, Alice Walker 
and others who emerged 
in the 1960s and ‘70s. Call¬ 
ing herself “an unabashed 
ancestor worshipper,” Mar¬ 
shall was the Brooklyn-born 
daughter of Barbadian im¬ 
migrants and wrote loving¬ 
ly, but not uncritically of her 
family and other upholders 
of the ways of their country 
of origin. 

“Paule Marshall was a 
profound and luminous 
writer, as well as a gener¬ 
ous teacher, mentor, and 
friend,” the Haitian-Ameri- 
can author Edwidge Danti- 
cat wrote in an email to the 
AP. “Her work delved deep¬ 
ly into what she considered 
her triangular journey from 
her ancestral homeland 
on the African continent, 
to the Caribbean, then the 



In this Nov. 22,1991 file photo, author Paule Marshall poses during an interview, in New York. 

Associated Press 


United States. Reading her 
novels often felt like read¬ 
ing my own family’s history 
on a global scale. She will 
be greatly missed.” 

From the start, Marshall con¬ 
trasted the values of Ameri¬ 
cans and other Westerners 
with those from the Carib¬ 
bean and tallied the price 
of assimilation. In “Brown 
Girl, Brownstones,” her au¬ 
tobiographical debut, a 
young Brooklyn woman 
seeks her own identity amid 
the conflicting values of her 
Barbadian parents — her 
hardheaded mother and 
tragically hopeful father. 
In “The Chosen Place, the 
Timeless People,” idealistic 
American project workers 
in the Caribbean encoun¬ 
ter the skepticism of the 
local community. “Prais- 
esong for the Widow” tells 
of an upscale American 
black woman's awakening 
during a Caribbean vaca¬ 


tion. “I like to take people 
at a time of crisis and ques¬ 
tioning in their lives and 
have them undertake a 
kind of spiritual and emo¬ 
tional journey and to then 
leave them once that jour¬ 
ney has been completed 
and has helped them to 
understand something 
about themselves,” Mar¬ 
shall told The Associated 
Press in 1991. 

Marshall’s admirers includ¬ 
ed Walker, Dorothy Parker 
and Langston Hughes, an 
early mentor who sent her 
encouraging postcards in 
green ink, brought her on 
a State Department tour 
of Europe and urged her 
to “get busy" when he 
thought the young writer 
was working too slowly. 
Marshall received several 
honors, among them Ma- 
cArthur and Guggenheim 
Fellowships and, in 2009, 
won the Anisfield-Wolf Book 


Award for books “that have 
made important contribu¬ 
tions to our understanding 
of racism and human diver¬ 
sity.” She taught at Virginia 
Commonwealth University 
and New York University. 
Other fellow writers mourn¬ 
ed her passing, which 
came a week after the 
death of Morrison. Nicole 
Dennis-Benn, Ishmael Reed 
and Jason Reynolds were 
among those posting trib¬ 
utes on social media. 
Award-winning playwright 
Lynn Nottage, Marshall’s 
goddaughter, tweeted 
that Marshall was the “first 
champion” of her work and 
had urged her mother to 
“Just let her write." 

“I wouldn't be here without 
her,” Nottage wrote. “#RIP 
Another beloved elder has 
crossed over.” 

Born Valenza Pauline Burke 
in Brooklyn, she was an im¬ 
mersive reader who loved 


old British novels, from “Tom 
Jones” to “Great Expecta¬ 
tions.” But she longed for 
books that included peo¬ 
ple more like herself and 
so made an instant and 
deeper connection to the 
poetry in dialect of Paul 
Laurence Dunbar, and lat¬ 
er to writings by Hurston and 
Hughes among others. All 
along, she had been listen¬ 
ing to her mother and vari¬ 
ous neighborhood women 
gather in the kitchen and 
expound in “free-wheeling, 
wide-ranging” style, voices 
she fictionalized in “Brown 
Girl, Brownstones” and oth¬ 
er works. 

“They were women in 
whom the need for self- 
expression was strong, and 
since language was the 
only vehicle readily avail¬ 
able to them they made 
of it an art form that — in 
keeping with the African 
tradition in which art and 
life are one — was an inte¬ 
gral part of their lives,” she 
wrote in “The Poets of the 
Kitchen,” a 1983 essay. 
Marshall graduated Phi 
Beta Kappa from Brooklyn 
College and during much 
of the 1950s worked as a 
magazine researcher, trav¬ 
eling to Brazil and the West 
Indies among other places. 
Since childhood she had 
been “harboring the dan¬ 
gerous thought” of becom¬ 
ing a writer and in her spare 
time completed “Brown 
Girl, Brownstones,” pub¬ 
lished by Random House 
in 1959 after editor Hiram 
Haydn suggested she trim 
her 600-page “sumo-sized 
manuscript” to the “slen¬ 
der, impressive” novel bur¬ 
ied within. □ 


Kodak Black pleads guilty in federal weapons case 


Associated Press 
MIAMI (AP) — Rapper Ko¬ 
dak Black has pleaded 
guilty to federal weapons 
charges. 

Black entered the change 
of plea in Miami federal 
court Thursday, months af¬ 
ter he had pleaded not 
guilty. Prosecutors in May 
charged the 22-year-old 
rapper for crimes includ¬ 
ing falsifying information on 
federal forms to purchase 
three firearms. Prosecutors 



In this Aug. 27, 2017 file photo, Kodak Black arrives at the MTV 
Video Music Awards at The Forum in Inglewood, Calif. 

Associated Press 


say a weapon purchased 
by Black was found at the 
scene of a South Florida 
shooting. 

Authorities say he could 
face up to eight years in 
prison. A federal judge de¬ 
nied his request for bond 
saying he was a danger to 
the community based on 
his lengthy criminal record. 
Black has remained in a 
federal detention center in 
Miami since his arrest. 

The rapper also faces 


drug, weapons and sexual 
assault charges in other 
states. He is known for the 
singles “ZeZe” and “Roll in 
Peace.”□ 
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People, power costs keep indoor farming down to Earth 


By RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Technology Writer 
SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO, 
Calif. (AP) — There’s a bud¬ 
ding industry that's trying 
to solve the problem of the 
limp lettuce and tasteless 
tomatoes in America’s su¬ 
permarkets. 

It’s full of technologists who 
grow crops in buildings in¬ 
stead of outdoors, short- 
cutting the need to prema¬ 
turely harvest produce for 
a bumpy ride often thou¬ 
sands of miles to consumers 
in colder climes. 

More than 30 high-tech 
companies from the U.S. to 
Singapore hoping to turn 
indoor farming into a major 
future food source, if only 
they can clear a stubborn 
hurdle: high costs. 

These companies stack 
plants inside climate-con- 
trolled rooms, parse out 
nutrients and water, and 
bathe them with special¬ 
ized light. It’s all so consum¬ 
ers can enjoy tasty veg¬ 
etables year-round using a 
fraction of the water and 
land that traditional farm¬ 
ing requires. Farmers can 
even brag the produce is 
locally grown. 

But real estate around cit¬ 
ies is pricey. Electricity and 
labor don’t come cheap. 
And unlike specialty crops 
like newly legal marijuana, 
veggies rarely command 
premium prices. (It's tough 
to compete with plants 
grown in dirt with free sun¬ 
light, after all.) 

Even the best-funded in¬ 
door farming company on 
the planet — Plenty, which 
has raised nearly $230 mil¬ 
lion so far— has embraced 
a longtime farmers’ crutch: 
government handouts. It 
hasn’t found any takers yet. 
“We believe society should 
consider investing in this 
new form of agriculture in 
the way it invested in ag¬ 
riculture in the 1940s,” said 
Plenty CEO Matt Barnard in 
a recent interview. 

Barnard says public aid 
— in the form of cheaper 
power — is one way to turn 
a good but elusive idea 
into a sustainable venture. 
Last year, the U.S. paid 
farmers $9.3 billion in direct 
support, and subsidized 
weather-related crop in¬ 
surance to the tune of $5.1 



In this Jan. 18, 2018 photo, production manager Emy Kelty, left, and senior grower Molly Kreykes 
scan and monitor plants growing on towers in the grow room at the Plenty, Inc. office in South San 
Francisco, Calif. 

Associated Press 


billion. In a nutshell, Barnard 
argues that some of that 
money could be diverted 
to crops that grow in rain or 
shine. 

Plenty grows kale, mixed 
greens, basil and natural 
sweetener stevia in a grey, 
low-rise warehouse com¬ 
plex in the industrial suburb 
of South San Francisco. 
Visitors arriving via the back 
door must don full-body 
overalls and rubber boots 
dipped in disinfecting shoe 
baths before entering the 
air-tight workspace. 
Seedlings are grown on 
flatbeds and bathed in 
purple light that gives them 
the look of a 3D movie 
watched without glasses. 
Maturing plants are stuffed 
into columns where they 


grow sideways, fed by drip 
irrigation, and irradiated by 
columns of light-emitting di¬ 
odes. 

The plants will be clipped 
and packaged before 
heading to stores later this 
year. 

But there are some notice¬ 
able gaps in the menu. 
There are no carrots or 
tomatoes, because long 
roots that grow down and 
vines that require human 
pruning don’t do well on 
walls. 

For indoor farms, making 
money has largely meant 
shipping in bulk to grocery 
stores, a conundrum if costs 
aren’t in line. 

Investment in indoor farm¬ 
ing soared to $271 million 
last year, up from just $36 


million in 2016, according 
to market research firm 
Cleantech Group. 

“The question is, how are 
they going to scale?” asks 
Pawel Hardej, CEO of Civic 
Farms, a vertical farming 
consultancy in Austin, Tex¬ 
as. There have been plenty 
of indoor farming failures 
already. 

FarmedHere shuttered its 
operations in Louisville, Ken¬ 
tucky, and Bedford Park, Il¬ 
linois, in January last year 
due to cost overruns. 
Georgia-based PodPonics, 
which filed for bankruptcy 
in 2016, cited labor costs as 
its biggest drag. 

Google's X, the search gi¬ 
ant’s secretive “moonshot 
factory,” killed its indoor 
farming efforts because it 



This Jan. 18,2018 photo shows plant seedlings growing under LED lights in the seedling room at the 
Plenty, Inc. office in South San Francisco, Calif. 

Associated Press 


couldn't grow food staples 
like grains and rice. 

Even fans of the technol¬ 
ogy aren't sure it can beat 
another sheltered alterna¬ 
tive: greenhouses. 

“Vertical farming to a lot of 
(investors) is an ‘if and a 
‘maybe’ versus a ‘when,’” 
says Cleantech adviser 
Yoachim Haynes. “The 
question that needs to be 
answered is, ‘Can they do 
it with cheaper electricity 
and cheaper labor?' This is 
not a question that many 
have been able to an¬ 
swer.” Barnard says Plenty 
can prosper if it spends 3 
to 5 cents per kilowatt hour 
on power — well below the 
10.4 cents that is the aver¬ 
age price nationwide, ac¬ 
cording to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration. 
While Plenty announced 
plans to build a 100,000 
square-foot facility in the 
Seattle suburb of Kent in 
November, it said it isn't in 
talks about power breaks 
with any U.S. city now. 

Most public support has so 
far been in rebates for en¬ 
ergy-efficient lighting, not 
running costs. 

Seattle City Light provided 
$10,000 worth of energy-ef¬ 
ficient lighting to an indoor 
growing facility that helped 
feed the city’s homeless. 
But it already offers the low¬ 
est power rate of the top 
25 cities in America. “That's 
the deal that’s on the ta¬ 
ble,” says spokesman Scott 
Thomsen. 

Chicago provided some 
$344,000 in construction 
grants since 2008 to The 
Plant , a former pork pro¬ 
cessing plant that is home 
to multiple indoor farms. 
While that helped with 
structural improvements, it 
didn’t help with operations, 
says John Edel, the presi¬ 
dent of Bubbly Dynamics 
LLC, which owns The Plant. 
Supplying grocery stores 
in large volumes is “harder 
than it sounds,” he says. 
And other ways of obtain¬ 
ing cheap power — like 
The Plant's plan to install a 
bio-gas guzzling turbine — 
have faced obstacles that 
make it uneconomical. 
“There isn’t a whole lot in 
the way of incentives for 
farms here," Edel says. 
“There needs to be.'O 











